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Over the course of the twentieth century, democracies demonstrated an uncanny ability to win wars when
their survival was at stake. As this book makes clear, this success cannot be explained merely by superior
military equipment or a particular geographical advantage. Instead, it is argued that the legal frameworks
imbedded in democratic societies offered them a fundamental advantage over their more politically restricted
rivals.

For democracies fight wars aided by codes of behaviour shaped by their laws, customs and treaties that
reflect the wider values of their society. This means that voters and the public can influence the decision to
wage and sustain war. Thus, a precarious balance between government, parliament and military leadership is
the backbone of any democracy at war, and the key to success or failure.

Beginning with the sixteenth- and seventeenth-century writings of Alberico Gentili and Hugo Grotius, this
book traces the rise of legal concepts of war between states. It argues that the ideas and theories set out by
the likes of Gentili and Grotius were to provide the bedrock of western democratic thinking in wartime. The
book then moves on to look in detail at the two World Wars of the twentieth century and how legal thinking
adapted itself to the realities of industrial and total war. In particular it focuses upon the impact of differing
political ideologies on the conduct of war, and how combatant nations were frequently forced to challenge
core beliefs and values in order to win.

Through a combination of history and legal philosophy, this book contributes to a better understanding of
democratic government when it is most severely tested at war. The ideas and concepts addressed will
resonate, both with those studying the past, and current events.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Mundo:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Democracies and the
Shock of War: The Law as a Battlefield book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Stephanie Bush:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy
read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Democracies and the Shock of
War: The Law as a Battlefield is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Heather Robertson:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Democracies and the Shock of War: The Law as a Battlefield the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get ahead of. The Democracies and the Shock of War: The Law as a Battlefield giving you
one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life
with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing
spare time activity?

Paul Jackson:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer could be Democracies and the Shock of War: The Law as a Battlefield why
because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.
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