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What can neighborhood baseball tell us about class and gender cultures, urban change, and the ways that
communities value public space? Through a close exploration of a boys’ baseball league in a gentrifying
neighborhood of Philadelphia, sociologist Sherri Grasmuck reveals the accommodations and tensions that
characterize multicultural encounters in contemporary American public life. Based on years of ethnographic
observation and interviews with children, parents, and coaches, Protecting Home offers an analysis of the
factors that account for racial accommodation in a space that was previously known for racial conflict and
exclusion. Grasmuck argues that the institutional arrangements and social characteristics of children’s
baseball create a cooperative environment for the negotiation of social, cultural, and class differences.

Chapters explore coaching styles, parental involvement, institutional politics, parent-child relations, and
children’s experiences. Grasmuck identifies differences in the ways that the mostly white, working-class
“old-timers” and the racially diverse, professional newcomers relate to the neighborhood. These distinctions
reflect a competing sense of cultural values related to individual responsibility toward public space, group
solidarity, appropriate masculine identities, and how best to promote children’s interests—a contrast between
“hierarchical communalism” and “child-centered individualism.”

Through an innovative combination of narrative approaches, this book succeeds both in capturing the
immediacy of boys’ interaction at the playing field and in contributing to sophisticated theoretical debates in
urban studies, the sociology of childhood, and masculinity studies.
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From reader reviews:

David Lalonde:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Protecting Home
book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Dora Campfield:

Here thing why this specific Protecting Home are different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a
book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as tasty as food or not.
Protecting Home giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out there
but there is no book that similar with Protecting Home. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up
your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened
around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. For
anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Protecting Home in e-
book can be your choice.

Juana Rummel:

The book untitled Protecting Home contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman
idea with easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry,
you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new
era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Kenneth Cunningham:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Protecting Home which is getting
the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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