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"Duck and cover" are unforgettable words for a generation of Americans, who listened throughout the Cold
War to the unescapable propaganda of civil defense. Yet it would have been impossible to protect Americans
from a real nuclear attack, and, as Guy Oakes shows in The Imaginary War, national security officials knew
it.
The real purpose of 1950's civil defense programs, Oakes contends, was not to protect Americans from the
bomb, but to ingrain in them the moral resolve needed to face the hazards of the Cold War. Uncovering the
links between national security, civil defense, and civic ethics, Oakes reveals three sides to the civil defense
program: a system of emotional management designed to control fear; the fictional construction of a
manageable world of nuclear attack; and the production of a Cold War ethic rooted in the mythology of the
home, the ultimate sanctuary of American values.
This fascinating analysis of the culture of civil defense and the official mythmaking of the Cold War will be
essential reading for all those interested in American history, politics, and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Patrina Eaton:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed The Imaginary War:
Civil Defense and American Cold War Culture? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Mary Diaz:

The actual book The Imaginary War: Civil Defense and American Cold War Culture will bring someone to
the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you
try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book The Imaginary War: Civil Defense
and American Cold War Culture is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from
your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Leona Tidwell:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of
them is this The Imaginary War: Civil Defense and American Cold War Culture.

Bruce Mull:

The Imaginary War: Civil Defense and American Cold War Culture can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing The Imaginary War: Civil Defense and American Cold War Culture but doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can
be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.
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