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The First Amendment of the U. S. Constitution begins: "Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof . . . ." The Supreme Court has consistently
held that these words, usually called the "religion clauses," were meant to prohibit laws that violate religious
freedom or equality. In recent years, however, a growing number of constitutional law and history scholars
have contended that the religion clauses were not intended to protect religious freedom, but to reserve the
states' rights to legislate on. If the states' rights interpretation of the religion clauses were correct and came to
be accepted by the Supreme Court, it could profoundly affect the way the Court decides church-state cases
involving state laws. It would allow the states to legislate on religion-even to violate religious freedom,
discriminate on the basis of religion, or to establish a particular religion. This book carefully, thoroughly, and
critically examines all the arguments for such an interpretation and, more importantly, all the available
historical evidence. It concludes that the clauses were meant to protect religious freedom and equality of the
individuals not the states' rights
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From reader reviews:

Pearl Sanders:

The book The Religion Clauses of the First Amendment: Guarantees of States' Rights? make you feel enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book The
Religion Clauses of the First Amendment: Guarantees of States' Rights? for being your habit, you can get
more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You
are able to know everything if you like start and read a guide The Religion Clauses of the First Amendment:
Guarantees of States' Rights?. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Judith Roemer:

The book The Religion Clauses of the First Amendment: Guarantees of States' Rights? can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
best thing like a book The Religion Clauses of the First Amendment: Guarantees of States' Rights?? A few of
you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to
give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Religion Clauses of the First Amendment:
Guarantees of States' Rights? has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can appearance the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Norman Fuentes:

Typically the book The Religion Clauses of the First Amendment: Guarantees of States' Rights? will bring
that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case
you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Religion Clauses of the
First Amendment: Guarantees of States' Rights? is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Alex Miller:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but novel and The Religion Clauses of the First Amendment:
Guarantees of States' Rights? or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how
the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes The Religion Clauses of the First Amendment: Guarantees of States'
Rights? to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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