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Juvenile drug courts are on the rise in the United States, as a result of a favorable political climate and justice
officials' endorsement of the therapeutic jurisprudence movement--the concept of combining therapeutic care
with correctional discipline. The goal is to divert nonviolent youth drug offenders into addiction treatment
instead of long-term incarceration. Discretionary Justice overviews the system, taking readers behind the
scenes of the juvenile drug court. Based on fifteen months of ethnographic fieldwork and interviews at a
California court, Leslie Paik explores the staff's decision-making practices in assessing the youths' cases,
concentrating on the way accountability and noncompliance are assessed. Using the concept of
"workability," Paik demonstrates how compliance, and what is seen by staff as "noncompliance," are the
constructed results of staff decisions, fluctuating budgets, and sometimes questionable drug test results.

While these courts largely focus on holding youths responsible for their actions, this book underscores the
social factors that shape how staff members view progress in the court. Paik also emphasizes the perspectives
of children and parents. Given the growing emphasis on individual responsibility in other settings, such as
schools and public welfare agencies, Paik's findings are relevant outside the juvenile justice system.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Sanchez:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Discretionary Justice: Looking
Inside a Juvenile Drug Court (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) is our recommendation so you keep up
with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Thersa Davenport:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Discretionary Justice: Looking Inside a Juvenile Drug Court
(Critical Issues in Crime and Society) book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You
will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of Discretionary Justice: Looking Inside a Juvenile Drug
Court (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) content conveys the thought easily to understand by most
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different available as it. So , do
you even now thinking Discretionary Justice: Looking Inside a Juvenile Drug Court (Critical Issues in Crime
and Society) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

James Barclay:

The experience that you get from Discretionary Justice: Looking Inside a Juvenile Drug Court (Critical
Issues in Crime and Society) is the more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the
more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Discretionary
Justice: Looking Inside a Juvenile Drug Court (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) giving you excitement
feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read
this because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular Discretionary Justice: Looking Inside a
Juvenile Drug Court (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) instantly.

David Baxter:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you is Discretionary Justice: Looking Inside a Juvenile Drug Court (Critical Issues in Crime and Society)



this book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable
all of you.
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