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War has been both an agent of destruction and a catalyst for innovation. These two, at first sight
contradictory, yet mutually constitutive outcomes of war-waging are particularly pronounced in twentieth-
century Asia. While 1945 marked the beginning of peaceful recovery for Europe, military conflicts
continued to play a critical role in the historical development of this part of the world. In essence, all wars in
twentieth-century Asia stemmed from the political vacuum that developed after the fall of the Japanese
Wartime Empire, intricately connecting one region with another. Yet, they have had often very diverse
consequences, shattering the homes of some and bringing about affluence to others. Disarray of war may halt
economic activities and render many aspects of life insignificant. The need for food, however, cannot be
ignored and the social action that it requires continues in all circumstances. This book documents the effects
of war on the lives of ordinary people through the investigation of a variety of connections that developed
between war-waging and the production, distribution, preparation and consumption of food throughout Asia
since the 1930s. The topics addressed range from issues at stake at the time of the conflicts, such as
provisioning the troops and food rationing and food relief for civilians, to long-term, often surprising
consequences of war waging and wartime mobilization of resources on the food systems, diets, and tastes of
the societies involved. The main argument of this volume is that war has not been a mere disruption, but
rather a central force in the social and cultural trajectories of twentieth-century Asia. Due to its close
connection with human nourishment and comfort, food stands central in the life of the individual. On the
other hand, owing to its connection with profit and power, food plays a critical role in the social and
economic organization of a society. What happens to food and eating is, therefore, an important index of
change, a privileged basis for the exploration of historical processes.
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From reader reviews:

Vicky Bowman:

This Food and War in Mid-Twentieth-Century East Asia book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This
specific Food and War in Mid-Twentieth-Century East Asia without we know teach the one who reading
through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Food and War in Mid-
Twentieth-Century East Asia can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn
out to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Food and War in Mid-
Twentieth-Century East Asia having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Geraldine Moreno:

The event that you get from Food and War in Mid-Twentieth-Century East Asia is a more deep you digging
the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to comprehend but Food and War in Mid-Twentieth-Century East Asia giving you thrill feeling
of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who
read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your
current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of Food and War in Mid-Twentieth-Century
East Asia instantly.

Josefina Roundtree:

This book untitled Food and War in Mid-Twentieth-Century East Asia to be one of several books that best
seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You
will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Susan Gaier:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Food and War in Mid-Twentieth-Century East
Asia reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing
skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Food and War in Mid-Twentieth-
Century East Asia as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break
don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh
come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.
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