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Everyone has been taught that the Greek city-state is the ultimate source of the Western tradition in
literature, philosophy, and politics. For generations, scholars have focused on the rise of the city-state and its
brilliant cosmopolitan culture. Now Victor Hanson, the author of several studies of ancient warfare and
agriculture, has written a book that will completely change our view of Greek society. For Hanson shows
that the real "Greek revolution" was not the rise of a free and democratic urban culture, remarkable as this
was, but the historic innovation of the independent family farm. The heroes of his book, therefore, are what
he calls "the other Greeks" - the neglected freehold farmers, vinegrowers and herdsmen of ancient Greece
who formed the backbone of Hellenic civilization. It was these tough-minded, pracitcal, and fiercely
independent agrarians, Hanson contends, who gave Greek culture its distinctive emphasis on private
property, constitutional government, contractual agreements, infantry warfare, and individual rights.

Hanson's reconstruction of ancient Greek farm life, informed by the hands-on knowledge of the subject (he is
a fifth-generation California vine and fruit-grower), is fresh, comprehensive, and totally absorbing. But his
detailed chronicle of the rise and tragic fall of the Greek city-state also helps us to grasp the implications of
what may be the single most significant trend in American life today - namely, the imminent extinction of
the family farm.

Since Thomas Jefferson Hanson points out, American democracy has been though to depend on the virtues
that have traditionally been bred on the farm: self-reliance, honesty, skepticism, a healthy suspicion of urban
sophistication, and a stern ethic of accountability, which, as the Greeks teach us, have always been the core
values of democratic citizenship. Hanson rightly fears the consequences for American democracy when the
family farm disappears, taking with it our last links to the agrarian roots of Western civilization.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Savage:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
any time those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Other Greeks: The Family Farm and the Agrarian
Roots of Western as your daily resource information.

Ray Ellis:

Why? Because this Other Greeks: The Family Farm and the Agrarian Roots of Western is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret the
item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will
give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Nancy Deanda:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
With the book Other Greeks: The Family Farm and the Agrarian Roots of Western we can get more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book
Other Greeks: The Family Farm and the Agrarian Roots of Western. You can more inviting than now.

Michelle Fulk:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Other Greeks: The Family Farm and the Agrarian Roots of Western when you required it?
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