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Examines New York City as a paradigmatic example of the tensions between privatization and public uses of
space in the contemporary U.S.

Focusing on the liberating promise of public space, The Beach Beneath the Streets examines the activist
struggles of communities in New York City—queer youth of color, gardeners, cyclists, and anti-
gentrification activists—as they transform streets, piers, and vacant lots into everyday sites for autonomy,
imagination, identity formation, creativity, problem solving, and even democratic renewal. Through
ethnographic accounts of contests over New York City’s public spaces that highlight the tension between
resistance and repression, Shepard and Smithsimon identify how changes in the control of public
spaces—parks, street corners, and plazas—have reliably foreshadowed elites’ shifting designs on the city at
large. With an innovative taxonomy of public space, the authors frame the ways spaces as diverse as gated
enclaves, luxury shopping malls, collapsing piers and street protests can be understood in relation to one
another. Synthesizing the fifty-year history of New York’s neoliberal transformation and the social
movements which have opposed the process, The Beach Beneath the Streets captures the dynamics at work
in the ongoing shaping of urban spaces into places of repression, expression, control, and creativity.

Benjamin Shepard is Assistant Professor of Human Services at New York City College of Technology,
CUNY. He is the author or editor of several books, including White Nights and Ascending Shadows: An Oral
History of the San Francisco AIDS Empidemic, and From ACT UP to the WTO: Urban Protest and
Community Building in the Era of Globalization.

Gregory Smithsimon is Assistant Professor of Sociology at Brooklyn College, CUNY.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Carter:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a publication. The book The Beach Beneath the Streets: Contesting New York City's Public Spaces it
is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading
this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can
m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
offers high quality.

William Murphy:

This The Beach Beneath the Streets: Contesting New York City's Public Spaces is great reserve for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we
can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in
it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Beach Beneath the Streets: Contesting New York City's Public
Spaces in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say
that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So ,
it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Matthew Sammons:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the
top list in your reading list is The Beach Beneath the Streets: Contesting New York City's Public Spaces.
This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person.
By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Phillip Martin:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
identified as of book The Beach Beneath the Streets: Contesting New York City's Public Spaces. You can
add your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a
person happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one



destination for a other place.
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