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The Great War that engulfed Europe between 1914 and 1918 was a catastrophe for France. French soil was
the site of most of the fighting on the Western Front. French dead were more than 1.3 million, the
permanently disabled another 1.1 million, overwhelmingly men in their twenties and thirties. The decade and
a half before the war had been years of plenty, a time of increasing prosperity and confidence remembered as
the Belle Epoque or the good old days. The two decades that followed its end were years of want, loss,
misery, and fear. In 1914, France went to war convinced of victory. In 1939, France went to war dreading
defeat. To explain the burden of winning the Great War and embracing the collapse that followed, Benjamin
Martin examines the national mood and daily life of France in July 1914 and August 1939, the months that
preceded the two world wars. He presents two titans: Georges Clemenceau, defiant and steadfast, who rallied
a dejected nation in 1918, and Edouard Daladier,hesitant and irresolute, who espoused appeasement in 1938
though comprehending its implications. He explores novels by a constellation of celebrated French writers
who treated the Great War and its social impact, from Colette to Irène Némirovsky, from François Mauriac
to Antoine de Saint-Exupéry. And he devotes special attention to Roger Martin du Gard, the1937 Nobel
Laureate, whose roman-fleuve The Thibaults is an unrivaled depiction of social unraveling and
disillusionment. For many in France, the legacy of the Great War was the vow to avoid any future war no
matter what the cost. They cowered behind the Maginot Line, the fortifications along the eastern border
designed to halt any future German invasion. Others knew that cost would be too great and defended the
“Descartes Line”: liberty and truth, the declared values of French civilization. In his distinctive and vividly
compelling prose, Martin recounts this struggle for the soul of France.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Howard:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Years of Plenty, Years of Want: France and the Legacy of the Great
War.

Jon Gonzalez:

This Years of Plenty, Years of Want: France and the Legacy of the Great War are reliable for you who want
to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Years of Plenty, Years of Want: France and the
Legacy of the Great War can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you more than
just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions
both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Years of Plenty, Years of Want: France and the Legacy of
the Great War forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run
of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Norman Fuentes:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Years of Plenty,
Years of Want: France and the Legacy of the Great War which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's notice.

Clifford White:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Years of Plenty, Years of Want: France and the
Legacy of the Great War can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have
factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Years of Plenty,
Years of Want: France and the Legacy of the Great War.
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