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Bollywood Weddings examines how middle to upper class second-generation | ndian-American Hindus
negotiate wedding rituals, including the dating and engagement processes. Many of these couples are (in
Ramdya's neologism) ‘occasional Hindus who display their Hindu religious background only on important
occasions such as therite of passage that is marriage. These couples (and their extended families) negotiate
two vastly different cultures and sets of valuesinside acommunity that has itself largely pre-determined how
to mix American and Indian/Hindu elementsinto this ritual. As arule, the first generation organizes the
wedding, which islargely Hindu, and their children coordinate the American-style reception. Instead of
choosing either Indiaor America, or arriving at a compromise in between the two, this community takes a
'both/and' approach, embracing both cultures simultaneously. Ramdya's ethnographic fieldwork includes in-
depth interviews of engaged couples, observation at their wedding ceremonies, wedding videography and
photography, and material culture such as the clothing her participants wore on their wedding day. She
explores pre-wedding day topics such as Americas Indian-Hindu marriage market and bridal industry, then
goes on to describe pre-wedding and wedding-day customs including the engagement party, kanyadan, and
baraat. Bollywood, whose Indian origins grants it authenticity from the Hindu perspective and whose
emphasis on romance accommodates American values, emerges as the key mediating third culture around
which the community applies the both/and model to wedding rituals. The both/and model uncovered here
reinforces the community's identity as ethnic and American even asit confirms that success in America need
not be bought at the expense of one's religious background and cultural heritage.
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From reader reviews:
David Bostick:

This Bollywood Weddings: Dating, Engagement, and Marriage in Hindu America are usualy reliable for
you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this Bollywood Weddings: Dating, Engagement,
and Marriage in Hindu America can be among the great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book
and printed kinds. Beside that this Bollywood Weddings: Dating, Engagement, and Marriage in Hindu
Americaforcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. S0, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Mary Gilbert:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an effort
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't
work hereisdifficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic asin the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Bollywood Weddings. Dating, Engagement, and Marriage in
Hindu Americawhy because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint you actually. Theinside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our
reading sixth sense will directly make suggestionsto pick up this book.

Helen Albertson:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information easier to share. Y ou can find alot of referencesto get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. Y ou can view that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended for you is Bollywood Weddings: Dating, Engagement, and Marriage in Hindu
Americathis guide consist alot of the information of the condition of thisworld now. This particular book
was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer requireto explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
suitable all of you.

Sylvia Grable:

This Bollywood Weddings: Dating, Engagement, and Marriage in Hindu Americais new way for you who
has curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto
it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this Bollywood
Weddings: Dating, Engagement, and Marriage in Hindu America can be the light food in your case because
the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the



form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel tired even dizzy thisreserveis the answer. So you cannot find any in

reading areserve especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So
, don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.
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