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The statistics are startling. Since 1973, America’s imprisonment rate has multiplied over five times to
become the highest in the world. More than two million inmates reside in state and federal prisons. What
does this say about our attitudes toward criminals and punishment? What does it say about us?

This book explores the cultural evolution of punishment practices in the United States. Anne-Marie Cusac
first looks at punishment in the nation’s early days, when Americans repudiated Old World cruelty toward
criminals and emphasized rehabilitation over retribution. This attitude persisted for some 200 years, but in
recent decades we have abandoned it, Cusac shows. She discusses the dramatic rise in the use of torture and
restraint, corporal and capital punishment, and punitive physical pain. And she links this new climate of
punishment to shifts in other aspects of American culture, including changes in dominant religious beliefs,
child-rearing practices, politics, television shows, movies, and more.

America now punishes harder and longer and with methods we would have rejected as cruel and unusual not
long ago. These changes are profound, their impact affects all our lives, and we have yet to understand the
full consequences.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Berry:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Cruel and Unusual: The Culture of
Punishment in America will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you
can know about everything. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate
book with you?

Arnulfo Walls:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Cruel and Unusual: The Culture of Punishment in America book is readable by
means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The
writer regarding Cruel and Unusual: The Culture of Punishment in America content conveys the thought
easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Cruel and Unusual: The Culture of Punishment in
America is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

David Paras:

This Cruel and Unusual: The Culture of Punishment in America is great e-book for you because the content
which is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Cruel and Unusual: The Culture of Punishment in America in your hand like obtaining the
world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer
you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Kenneth Connolly:

This Cruel and Unusual: The Culture of Punishment in America is completely new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Cruel and Unusual: The Culture of Punishment in America can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the



form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form make
them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this one. You
can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for
your better life in addition to knowledge.
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