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Examines the political significance of ideas about happiness through the work of utilitarian philosophers
William Thompson and Jeremy Bentham.

Happiness is political. The way we think about happiness affects what we do, how we relate to other people
and the world around us, our moral principles, and even our ideas about how society should be organized.
Utilitarianism, a political theory based on hedonistic and individualistic ideas of happiness, has been
dominated for more than two-hundred years by its founder, Jeremy Bentham. In Happiness, Democracy, and
the Cooperative Movement, Mark J. Kaswan examines the work of William Thompson, a friend of
Bentham’s who nonetheless offers a very different utilitarian philosophy and political theory based on a
different conception of happiness, but whose work has been largely overlooked. Kaswan reveals the
importance of our ideas about happiness for our understanding of the basic principles and nature of
democracy, its role in society and its character as a social institution. In what is the closest examination of
Thompson’s political theory to date, Kaswan moves from philosophy to theory to practice, starting with
conceptions of happiness before moving to theories of utility, then to democratic theory, and finally to
practice in the first detailed account of how Thompson’s ideas laid the foundations for the cooperative
movement, which is now the world’s largest democratic social movement.

“This is an original and impressive piece of scholarship that calls attention to an important but neglected
figure (Thompson) and provides an innovative and timely reading of his work. In the author’s hands, applied
theory is given new life and new purpose.” — Stephen Engelmann, editor of Selected Writings: Jeremy
Bentham

“In this remarkable book, Mark Kaswan rescues and rehabilitates the reputation of a long-forgotten and
unjustly neglected thinker—the radical Irishman, feminist, non-Benthamite Utilitarian, and a writer of
remarkable range and power—William Thompson. In Kaswan, Thompson has finally found the expositor he
so richly deserves. And we might in turn find in Thompson a vision of democratic possibilities that we so
sorely need.” — Terence Ball, author of Reappraising Political Theory: Revisionist Studies in the History of
Political Thought

Mark J. Kaswan is Assistant Professor of Government at the University of Texas at Brownsville and J.
Robert Beyster and Michael W. Huber Fellow, Rutgers University School of Management and Labor
Relations.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Bain:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Happiness, Democracy, and the Cooperative
Movement: The Radical Utilitarianism of William Thompson (SUNY series in New Political Science) as the
daily resource information.

Adela Valenti:

This book untitled Happiness, Democracy, and the Cooperative Movement: The Radical Utilitarianism of
William Thompson (SUNY series in New Political Science) to be one of several books which best seller in
this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy
this particular book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher on this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch
screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Cynthia Caron:

The publication with title Happiness, Democracy, and the Cooperative Movement: The Radical
Utilitarianism of William Thompson (SUNY series in New Political Science) has lot of information that you
can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of
the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Daniel Caudle:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real
their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful pics on
there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this
age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Happiness, Democracy, and the Cooperative Movement: The Radical Utilitarianism of
William Thompson (SUNY series in New Political Science) can make you sense more interested to read.
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