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In Hermeneutics of Holiness , Naomi Koltun-Fromm examines the ancient nexus of holiness and sexuality
and explores its roots in the biblical texts as well as its manifestations throughout ancient and late-ancient
Judaism and early Syriac Christianity. In the process, she tells the story of how the biblical notions of "holy
person" and "holy community" came to be defined by the sexual and marriage practices of various
interpretive communities in late antiquity.

Koltun-Fromm seeks to explain why sexuality, especially sexual restraint, became a primary demarcation of
sacred community boundaries among Jews and Christians in fourth-century Persian-Mesopotamia. She
charts three primary manifestations of holiness: holiness ascribed, holiness achieved, and holiness acquired
through ritual purity. Hermeneutics of Holiness traces the development of these three concepts, from their
origin in the biblical texts to the Second Temple literature (both Jewish and Christian) to the Syriac Christian
and rabbinic literature of the fourth century. In so doing, this book establishes the importance of biblical
interpretation for late ancient Jewish and Christian practices, the centrality of holiness as a category for self-
definition, and the relationship of fourth-century asceticism to biblical texts and interpretive history.
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From reader reviews:

Anne Stewart:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Hermeneutics of Holiness: Ancient Jewish and Christian
Notions of Sexuality and Religious Community. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a
book. Providing we know about how is important a new book Hermeneutics of Holiness: Ancient Jewish and
Christian Notions of Sexuality and Religious Community. You can add know-how and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything!
From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful
thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is
called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

David Ramos:

The book Hermeneutics of Holiness: Ancient Jewish and Christian Notions of Sexuality and Religious
Community can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we
leave a good thing like a book Hermeneutics of Holiness: Ancient Jewish and Christian Notions of Sexuality
and Religious Community? A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book
can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
Hermeneutics of Holiness: Ancient Jewish and Christian Notions of Sexuality and Religious Community has
simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world
by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Debera Jessie:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Hermeneutics of Holiness: Ancient Jewish
and Christian Notions of Sexuality and Religious Community as your daily resource information.

Debra Becnel:

The book untitled Hermeneutics of Holiness: Ancient Jewish and Christian Notions of Sexuality and
Religious Community is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book
content that will be shown to anyone. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of



Hermeneutics of Holiness: Ancient Jewish and Christian Notions of Sexuality and Religious Community
from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.
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