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Seminar paper from the year 2003 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,3 (A), Ernst Moritz
Arndt University of Greifswald (Institute for Anglistics/American Studies), language: English, abstract:
Although Leslie Marmon Silko’s complete works have received exemplary reviews, Ceremony seems to be
the most talked about and recognized for its literary achievement. One reason for this large attention is the
strange narrative form due to the combination of the Indian “storytelling”, myth, poetry and a plot that takes
place in a modern western1 environment. Another reason for the remarkable success of this novel is Silko’s
way to show the negative repercussions on Native Americans caused by racism, alcoholism, dislocation,
poverty as well as the industrial exploitation of the land.

In this paper I will discuss one of the principal themes presented in Leslie Silko’s Ceremony: the issue of
Native American identity. In the first part I will briefly introduce the characters of Tayo and Rocky, two
Native Americans who grew up on a reservation for the Laguna Pueblo in New Mexico. After that I will
examine the similarities between these two young men who both take part in the Second World War and
make horrible experiences. In the main part of this paper I will try to find out the differences between Tayo
and Rocky in order to explain their different ways of searching their own identity. Furthermore I will explore
the sources of Tayo’s selfdestructive behaviour and his problem of alienation. Therefore I will have to
ponder on the following questions: How does the white culture influence these characters? Do both men
suffer from the loss of Indian self-esteem? What are the effects of internalized racism and colonization on the
health of Tayo? Why is Tayo able to return to the community to lead a stable and productive life? In the final
comment there will be a concluding assessment and a summary of the theme.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Scott:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Living in-between: The Search for Identity in Leslie Marmon
Silko's Ceremony.

Angela Jones:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Living in-between: The
Search for Identity in Leslie Marmon Silko's Ceremony that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success
person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Living in-between:
The Search for Identity in Leslie Marmon Silko's Ceremony become your personal starter.

Cesar Smith:

The book untitled Living in-between: The Search for Identity in Leslie Marmon Silko's Ceremony contain a
lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous
author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book because
you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a
nice study.

Corinne Parsons:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Living in-between: The Search
for Identity in Leslie Marmon Silko's Ceremony which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's view.
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