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The fight for a "living wage" has a long and revealing history as documented here by Lawrence B. Glickman.
The labor movement's response to wages shows how American workers negotiated the transition from
artisan to consumer, opening up new political possibilities for organized workers and creating contradictions
that continue to haunt the labor movement today.

Nineteenth-century workers hoped to become self-employed artisans, rather than permanent "wage slaves."
After the Civil War, however, unions redefined working-class identity in consumerist terms, and demanded a
wage that would reward workers commensurate with their needs as consumers. This consumerist turn in
labor ideology also led workers to struggle for shorter hours and union labels.

First articulated in the 1870s, the demand for a living wage was voiced increasingly by labor leaders and
reformers at the turn of the century. Glickman explores the racial, ethnic, and gender implications, as white
male workers defined themselves in contrast to African Americans, women, Asians, and recent European
immigrants. He shows how a historical perspective on the concept of a living wage can inform our
understanding of current controversies.
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From reader reviews:

Morgan Woods:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As it is known to us that book is very important for us. The book A Living Wage: American
Workers and the Making of Consumer Society ended up being making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The
publication A Living Wage: American Workers and the Making of Consumer Society is not only giving you
more new information but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend
time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book A Living Wage: American Workers and the
Making of Consumer Society. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Frederick Warren:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual A Living Wage: American
Workers and the Making of Consumer Society is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Frank Hudson:

This A Living Wage: American Workers and the Making of Consumer Society is completely new way for
you who has curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with.
Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading
this A Living Wage: American Workers and the Making of Consumer Society can be the light food in your
case because the information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in
the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think
that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in
reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for
anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.

Mary Adam:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book
A Living Wage: American Workers and the Making of Consumer Society. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location



to other place.
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