
On the Origins of Human Emotions: A Sociological
Inquiry into the Evolution of Human Affect

Jonathan Turner

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B004EWFDWA
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B004EWFDWA
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B004EWFDWA


On the Origins of Human Emotions: A Sociological Inquiry
into the Evolution of Human Affect

Jonathan Turner

On the Origins of Human Emotions: A Sociological Inquiry into the Evolution of Human Affect
Jonathan Turner
Language and culture are often seen as unique characteristics of human beings. In this book the author
argues that our ability to use a wide array of emotions evolved long before spoken language and, in fact,
constituted a preadaptation for the speech and culture that developed among later hominids. Long before
humans could speak with words, they communicated through body language their emotional dispositions;
and it is the neurological wiring of the brain for these emotional languages that represented the key
evolutionary breakthrough for our species.

How did natural selection work on the basic ape anatomy and neuroanatomy to create the hominid line? The
author suggests that what distinguished our ancestors from other apes was the development of an increased
capacity for sociality and organization, crucial for survival on the African savanna. All apes display a
propensity for weak ties, individualism, mobility, and autonomy that was, and is today, useful in arboreal and
woodland habitats but served them poorly when our ancestors began to move onto the African plain during
the late Miocene.

The challenge for natural selection was to enhance traits in the species that would foster the social ties
necessary for survival in the new environment. The author suggests that the result was a development of
certain areas of the primate brain that encouraged strong emotional ties, allowing our ancestors to build
higher levels of social solidarity. Our basic neurological wiring continues to reflect this adaptive
development. From a sociological perspective that is informed by evolutionary biology, primatology, and
neurology, the book examines the current neurological bases of our emotional repertoire and their
implications for our social actions.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth McGrath:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for all of us. The book On the Origins of Human Emotions: A
Sociological Inquiry into the Evolution of Human Affect has been making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve On
the Origins of Human Emotions: A Sociological Inquiry into the Evolution of Human Affect is not only
giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can
spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book On the Origins
of Human Emotions: A Sociological Inquiry into the Evolution of Human Affect. You never experience lose
out for everything when you read some books.

Herbert Haubrich:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by means
of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this On the Origins of Human Emotions: A
Sociological Inquiry into the Evolution of Human Affect book as starter and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Antonio Nelson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this On the Origins of Human Emotions: A
Sociological Inquiry into the Evolution of Human Affect reserve written by well-known writer whose to say
well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you
still doubt On the Origins of Human Emotions: A Sociological Inquiry into the Evolution of Human Affect
as good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't
evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your
reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Dennis Bales:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. A substantial



number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually On the Origins of
Human Emotions: A Sociological Inquiry into the Evolution of Human Affect.
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