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Many of Cy Twombly’s paintings and drawings include handwritten words and phrases—naming or quoting
poets ranging from Sappho, Homer, and Virgil to Mallarmé, Rilke, and Cavafy. Enigmatic and sometimes
hard to decipher, these inscriptions are a distinctive feature of his work. Reading Cy Twombly poses both
literary and art historical questions. How does poetic reference in largely abstract works affect their
interpretation?

Reading Cy Twombly is the first book to focus specifically on the artist’s use of poetry. Twombly’s library
formed an extension of his studio and he sometimes painted with a book open in front of him. Drawing on
original research in an archive that includes his paint-stained and annotated books, Mary Jacobus’s
account—richly illustrated with more than 125 color and black-and-white images—unlocks an important
aspect of Twombly’s practice.

Jacobus shows that poetry was an indispensable source of reference throughout Twombly’s career; as he
said, he “never really separated painting and literature.” Among much else, she explores the influence of
Ezra Pound and Charles Olson; Twombly’s fondness for Greek pastoral poetry and Virgil’s Eclogues; the
inspiration of the Iliad and Ovid’s Metamorphoses; and Twombly’s love of Keats and his collaboration with
Octavio Paz.

Twombly’s art reveals both his distinctive relationship to poetry and his use of quotation to solve formal
problems. A modern painter, he belongs in a critical tradition that goes back, by way of Roland Barthes, to
Baudelaire. Reading Cy Twombly opens up fascinating new readings of some of the most important paintings
and drawings of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Ida Torres:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Reading Cy Twombly: Poetry in Paint. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any book
Reading Cy Twombly: Poetry in Paint. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by
just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country until
finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are
able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book.
You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Richard Valadez:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This Reading Cy Twombly: Poetry in Paint book is readable
simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The
writer of Reading Cy Twombly: Poetry in Paint content conveys the idea easily to understand by most
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different in the form of it.
So , do you even now thinking Reading Cy Twombly: Poetry in Paint is not loveable to be your top record
reading book?

Lea Wheeler:

Reading Cy Twombly: Poetry in Paint can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend
that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Reading Cy Twombly: Poetry in Paint but
doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe
you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
thinking.

Raymond Dixon:

This Reading Cy Twombly: Poetry in Paint is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you
know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Reading Cy Twombly: Poetry in
Paint can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get by
simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the
e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is
the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also



knowledge.
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