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Professional social work has changed considerably over the last forty years coinciding with the demise of the
social democratic consensus of the post-war years and the emergence and now domination of neoliberalism.
Rather than the state through the government of the day ensuring citizens' basic needs were met via the
welfare state, the belief in free market economics entails people having to be self-reliant and self-responsible.
This has involved social work with children and families moving from a helping and supportive role to one
that is more authoritarian, this often involving telling parents to change their behaviour and lifestyle or face
the consequences.

This book outlines the development of social work with children and families over the period in question,
drawing on the author's unique practice experience and his extensive writings. It charts the highs and lows of
social work, the latter including the dominance of managerialism which emphasises speedy completion of
bureaucracy so as to ration resources and assess/manage risk. Despite this, the argument is for a critical
practice which addresses service users immediate needs while simultaneously aiming towards a more
socially just and equal society.

This book is essential reading for everyone interested in social work including academics, students,
practitioners and managers both in the UK and overseas. Social care and allied professionals more generally
will also find it insightful, as will academics, students and educators of social policy and related disciplines.
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From reader reviews:

Jonah Masten:

The book Social Work with Children and Families: Reflections of a Critical Practitioner give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your
best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
reading a book Social Work with Children and Families: Reflections of a Critical Practitioner to become
your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a reserve Social
Work with Children and Families: Reflections of a Critical Practitioner. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Tessie Springfield:

Often the book Social Work with Children and Families: Reflections of a Critical Practitioner will bring one
to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you
try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Social Work with Children and
Families: Reflections of a Critical Practitioner is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-
book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Mary Logsdon:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled Social
Work with Children and Families: Reflections of a Critical Practitioner your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The Social Work with Children and Families: Reflections
of a Critical Practitioner giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving
you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you
want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Dean Rakestraw:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Social Work with Children and Families:
Reflections of a Critical Practitioner can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these guides have than the others?
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