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AS THE matter contained in this volume is almost entirely new, and hitherto unknown to Europeans, it is
necessary to explain the source from which it was derived. It is in fact the teachings of some of the old
Tohungas (or priests, teachers, &C.) as taught in the Whare-wananga, or Maori College, for such that ancient
institution was in reality. In the late fifties of last century there was a large gathering of Maoris in the
Wairarapa District, East Coast of New Zealand, the object being to discuss some political affairs; and on the
conclusion of the business it was suggested by some of the people that the learned men there present should
explain to the assembled tribes how and when New Zealand was first peopled by the Maori race. After three
of the priests had consented to do so, one—Te Matorohanga—was appointed to lecture on the subject, the
other two to assist by recalling matters that the lecturer might omit, and also to supplement the story from
their own knowledge. It was also decided that the lectures should be written down, a work that was
undertaken by two young men named H. T. Whatahoro* and Aporo Te Kumeroa,† who had been educuted at
the Mission schools. Much matter was written down at that time; but it was amplified subsequently by the
old priest named above, and by one of his confrères named Nepia Pohuhu, when H. T. Whatahoro spent
some years, off and on, in recording to the dictation of these old men, the ancient beliefs and the history of
their branch of the Maori people. The instruction given by the priests was in every respect on the same lines,
and dealt with the same matter, as had been taught in the Maori College; that is, the Scribe was subjected to
all the ancient forms and rituals accompanying the teaching, such as is described in Chapter I. hereof. A
special building was erected in which the teaching took place, and where the matter taught was written down.
The old priest Te Matorohanga died in 1884, and Nepia Pohuhu in 1882,‡ both being at the time of their
deaths about eighty years old. It will thus be seen that they had been taught in the Maori College long before
the influences of Christianity reached their tribe—indeed, it was not till about the end of the thirties of last
century, that the tribes of Wairarapa had Christian teachers amongst them, though Christianity had been
introduced in the north in 1814, but little of its doctrines understood till many years afterwards. The matter
written down by H. T. Whatahoro during those years has remained in his possession for over fifty years; it is
contained in several volumes of folio size, much of which has recently been copied under the auspices of the
tribal Committee known as 'Tane-nui-a-rangi,' and the copies deposited in the Dominion Museum,
Wellington. The matter in this volume, however, was copied by myself from the original documents which
were lent me for the purpose, and the whole of them bear the seal of the 'Tane-nui-a-rangi' Committee, and
therefore shew that the matter contained therein has the approval of that body, consisting of the most learned
men left of the Ngati-Kahu-ngunu tribe.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Nava:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The Lore of
The Whare-Wananga, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge
can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Steven Cordell:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this The Lore of
The Whare-Wananga.

Marcella Cook:

The e-book with title The Lore of The Whare-Wananga has lot of information that you can discover it. You
can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in
this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can
read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

John Moreno:

The Lore of The Whare-Wananga can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing The Lore of The Whare-Wananga but doesn't
forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you
can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial
pondering.
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