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Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Culture and
Applied Geography, grade: 2,0, Humboldt-University of Berlin (Department of English and American
Studies), course: The Politics of English as a Global Language, 19 entries in the bibliography, language:
English, abstract: Before one can start discussing the language policy of South Africa, it is important to stress
its diversity of language and culture groups. Around 25 languages are used in South Africa by more than
44.8 million people. That is the result of the influx of various groups of people to that region over the last
centuries, meaning not only the by the African themselves, but also by people from Europe (Portuguese,
Dutch, French, Germans, and British) and also from the East (Malaysia, Indonesia and India). Nevertheless,
the majority of South Africans, almost 80% of the population, use an African language as their home
language. The language situation in South Africa hasfor a long time been, and still is, quite difficult. Here,
the indigenous languages of the South African people met with the European languages of the colonists,
intermixed and coexisted with the many languages that were already spoken as mother tongues or as first
languages. Like in many other former colonies, the European languages had then been used by those who
held political power, and who considered the African languages as inferior. Both the European (English and
Afrikaans) and the African languages were therefore distinguished into two varieties of prestige and referred
to as H (high) or L (low) languages. [...] However, until today, the linguistic situation in South Africa is still
quite difficult. Especially the use of English is a problematic one. Therefore this paper intends to give an
overview of the politics of English in South Africa. Even though this paper wants to concentrate on the
current status of English in South Africa, it is necessary to make a digression into the language policy of the
country first, and to explain its varieties to British English. Moreover, it is important to allude to the history
of the use of the English language in South Africa, in order to fully understand why it is so controversially
debated, and why English is seen as a bearer of hope for many black people on the one hand, but has failed
to fulfil these dreams on the other.
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Bragg:

This The politics of English in South Africa book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world
is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this book incredible
fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get.
This particular The politics of English in South Africa without we comprehend teach the one who examining
it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The politics of English in South
Africa can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The politics of English in South
Africa having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Ronald Stallings:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
go through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The The politics of English in South Africa provide you with a new experience
in examining a book.

Harrison Colon:

Beside this The politics of English in South Africa in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to
the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven
so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The
politics of English in South Africa because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do
you at times have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from right now!

Amy Smith:

This The politics of English in South Africa is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some
information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this The politics of English in South Africa
can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of
anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book
type. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So
there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for
anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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