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The Roman Empire was a remarkable achievement. It had a population of sixty million people spread across
lands encircling the Mediterranean and stretching from drizzle-soaked northern England to the sun-baked
banks of the Euphrates in Syria, and from the Rhine to the North African coast. It was, above all else, an
empire of force - employing a mixture of violence, suppression, order, and tactical use of power to develop
an astonishingly uniform culture.

This Very Short Introduction covers the history of the Empire from Augustus (the first Emperor) to Marcus
Aurelius, describing how the empire was formed, how it was run, its religions and its social structure. It
examines how local cultures were "romanised" and how people in far away lands came to believe in the
emperor as a god. The book also examines how the Roman Empire has been considered and depicted in more
recent times, from the writings of Edward Gibbon, to the differing
attitudes of the Victorians and recent Hollywood blockbuster films.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Henrietta Jimerson:

The book The Roman Empire: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book The
Roman Empire: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)? A number of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now,
try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for
each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Roman Empire: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
seem the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Bobby Tremblay:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one
together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular The Roman Empire: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Noemi Burns:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
great deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually The Roman Empire: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).

James Koenig:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be The Roman Empire: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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