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Much is known of life during the Han Empire, but the historical evidence remains fragmentary, and nowhere
do we find a continuous account of the life of any one individual.

In this engaging volume, Michael Loewe mines the written and material records to depict the imagined life
of an ordinary person, Bing Wu, from the hardships of his earliest years on a rural farm to his retirement
from a respected position in government service. Underlying the tale of Bing is a richly detailed portrait of
life during the Han--the arduous tasks of the conscript laborer; military service on the defense lines of the
north; the travels of a merchant; the grueling conditions in an iron foundry; the construction of tombs;
preparations for entering the civil service; the duties of a junior clerk and the governing of a commandery.
Along the way, we are introduced to the operation of a crossbow; methods of telling time; the practice of
writing; the rituals of divination; the ceremony of a state occasion, laws and the harsh consequences of
breaking them; the workings of the central government and much more.

Included are a concise introduction, explanatory endnotes to each chapter, a selection of illustrations, a map
of the Han Empire, notes for further reading and an essay by Loewe entitled, "A Brief History of the Han
Empire."
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From reader reviews:

Bernard Woodley:

The book Bing: From Farmer's Son to Magistrate in Han China can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a
book Bing: From Farmer's Son to Magistrate in Han China? A few of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to
share all of these. Book Bing: From Farmer's Son to Magistrate in Han China has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a e-
book. So it is very wonderful.

Joseph Williams:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due to the
fact just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on guardería until university need this particular Bing: From Farmer's Son to Magistrate in Han
China to read.

Jesus Geist:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to you is you don't know which you should start with. This Bing: From Farmer's Son to Magistrate in Han
China is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Margaret Ochoa:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. Through the book Bing: From Farmer's Son to Magistrate in Han China we can have more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book.
Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Bing:
From Farmer's Son to Magistrate in Han China. You can more attractive than now.
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