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Using Buddhist thought, explores and challenges the philosophy of Jean-Paul Sartre.

This sustained and distinctively Buddhist challenge to the ontology of Jean-Paul Sartre’s Being and
Nothingness resolves the incoherence implicit in the Sartrean conception of nothingness by opening to a
Buddhist vision of emptiness. Rooted in the insights of Madhyamika dialectic and an articulated meditative
(zen) phenomenology, Nothingness and Emptiness uncovers and examines the assumptions that sustain
Sartre’s early phenomenological ontology and questions his theoretical elaboration of consciousness as
“nothingness.” Laycock demonstrates that, in addition to a “relative” nothingness (the for-itself) defined
against the positivity and plenitude of the in-itself, Sartre’s ontology requires, but also repudiates, a
conception of “absolute” nothingness (the Buddhist “emptiness”), and is thus, as it stands, logically unstable,
perhaps incoherent. The author is not simply critical; he reveals the junctures at which Sartrean ontology
appeals for a Buddhist conception of emptiness and offers the needed supplement.

“Numerous authors have contributed to the phenomenology/Buddhism dialogue, but Laycock’s work is
perhaps the most detailed and profound meditation on their convergence to date. The book’s major
contribution is a reassessment of phenomenology—especially that of Sartre—in a global philosophical
context. Individuals who care about the development and application of phenomenology will want to own
this book.” — Frederic L. Bender, University of Colorado-Colorado Springs

“This book makes an important contribution to comparative phenomenology.” — J. N. Mohanty, coeditor of
Phenomenology and Indian Philosophy

Steven W. Laycock is Associate Professor of Philosophy at the University of Toledo and the author of Mind
as Mirror and the Mirroring of Mind: Buddhist Reflections on Western Phenomenology, coeditor (with
James G. Hart) of Essays in Phenomenological Theology, also published by SUNY Press, and author of
Foundations for a Phenomenological Theology.
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From reader reviews:

Reginald McDade:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or even exercise. Well, probably you will want this Nothingness and Emptiness: A Buddhist
Engagement with the Ontology of Jean-Paul Sartre.

Eric Totten:

Here thing why this particular Nothingness and Emptiness: A Buddhist Engagement with the Ontology of
Jean-Paul Sartre are different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it
depends in the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Nothingness and
Emptiness: A Buddhist Engagement with the Ontology of Jean-Paul Sartre giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with Nothingness and
Emptiness: A Buddhist Engagement with the Ontology of Jean-Paul Sartre. It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can
be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the
form of Nothingness and Emptiness: A Buddhist Engagement with the Ontology of Jean-Paul Sartre in e-
book can be your alternate.

Frank Cockerham:

Precisely why? Because this Nothingness and Emptiness: A Buddhist Engagement with the Ontology of
Jean-Paul Sartre is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it
will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the
book in such awesome way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still
convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you
going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as
help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Joseph Mesta:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Nothingness and
Emptiness: A Buddhist Engagement with the Ontology of Jean-Paul Sartre that give your satisfaction



preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said
as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly
be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick
Nothingness and Emptiness: A Buddhist Engagement with the Ontology of Jean-Paul Sartre become your
personal starter.
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