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Grounded equally in discussions of theater history, literary genre, and theory, Martin Puchner's Stage Fright:
Modernism, Anti-Theatricality, and Drama explores the conflict between avant-garde theater and
modernism. While the avant-garde celebrated all things theatrical, a dominant strain of modernism tended to
define itself against the theater, valuing lyric poetry and the novel instead. Defenders of the theater dismiss
modernism's aversion to the stage and its mimicking actors as one more form of the old "anti-theatrical"
prejudice. But Puchner shows that modernism's ambivalence about the theater was shared even by
playwrights and directors and thus was a productive force responsible for some of the greatest achievements
in dramatic literature and theater.

A reaction to the aggressive theatricality of Wagner and his followers, the modernist backlash against the
theater led to the peculiar genre of the closet drama—a theatrical piece intended to be read rather than
staged—whose long-overlooked significance Puchner traces from the theatrical texts of Mallarmé and Stein
to the dramatic "Circe" chapter of Joyce's Ulysses. At times, then, the anti-theatrical impulse leads to a
withdrawal from the theater. At other times, however, it returns to the stage, when Yeats blends lyric poetry
with Japanese Nôh dancers, when Brecht controls the stage with novelistic techniques, and when Beckett
buries his actors in barrels and behind obsessive stage directions. The modernist theater thus owes much to
the closet drama whose literary strategies it blends with a new mise en scène. While offering an alternative
history of modernist theater and literature, Puchner also provides a new account of the contradictory forces
within modernism.
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From reader reviews:

Sara Burns:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Stage Fright: Modernism, Anti-Theatricality, and Drama. Try to the
actual book Stage Fright: Modernism, Anti-Theatricality, and Drama as your buddy. It means that it can to
be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the
book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Denise Church:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Stage Fright:
Modernism, Anti-Theatricality, and Drama suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known
writer in this era. The book untitled Stage Fright: Modernism, Anti-Theatricality, and Dramais the one of
several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to.
The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this
book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world within this book.

Willie Alford:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This e-book Stage Fright: Modernism, Anti-Theatricality, and Drama was filled
about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence.
Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you
can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.

Lee Villegas:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Stage Fright: Modernism, Anti-Theatricality, and Drama can make you feel more



interested to read.
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