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Does the United States have the right to defend itself by striking first, or must it wait until an attack is in
progress? Is the Bush Doctrine of aggressive preventive action a justified and legal recourse against threats
posed by terrorists and rogue states? Tackling one of the most controversial policy issues of the post-
September 11 world, Michael Doyle argues that neither the Bush Doctrine nor customary international law is
capable of adequately responding to the pressing security threats of our times.

In Striking First, Doyle shows how the Bush Doctrine has consistently disregarded a vital distinction in
international law between acts of preemption in the face of imminent threats and those of prevention in the
face of the growing offensive capability of an enemy. Taking a close look at the Iraq war, the 1998 attack
against al Qaeda in Afghanistan, and the Cuban Missile Crisis, among other conflicts, he contends that
international law must rely more completely on United Nations Charter procedures and develop clearer
standards for dealing with lethal but not immediate threats.

After explaining how the UN can again play an important role in enforcing international law and
strengthening international guidelines for responding to threats, he describes the rare circumstances when
unilateral action is indeed necessary. Based on the 2006 Tanner Lectures at Princeton University, Striking
First includes responses by distinguished political theorists Richard Tuck and Jeffrey McMahan and
international law scholar Harold Koh, yielding a lively debate that will redefine how--and for what reasons--
tomorrow's wars are fought.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Farrell:

This Striking First: Preemption and Prevention in International Conflict (The University Center for Human
Values Series) are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason
of this Striking First: Preemption and Prevention in International Conflict (The University Center for Human
Values Series) can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at
food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually
handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
kinds. Beside that this Striking First: Preemption and Prevention in International Conflict (The University
Center for Human Values Series) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving
you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Cheryl Reese:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the figures
do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Striking First:
Preemption and Prevention in International Conflict (The University Center for Human Values Series), you
may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others,
make them reading a guide.

Estela Gillard:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Striking First: Preemption and
Prevention in International Conflict (The University Center for Human Values Series) which is having the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Louise Denison:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by
searching from it. It is called of book Striking First: Preemption and Prevention in International Conflict
(The University Center for Human Values Series). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without
making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that,



you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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