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In the tradition of Uzodinma Iweala’s Beasts of No Nation by way of Christopher McDougall’s Born to
Run, this is the inspirational true story of the Ugandan boy soldier who became a world-renowned
runner, then found his calling as director of a world-renowned African children’s charity.

“Julius can’t remember who first saw the men. He heard no warning sounds—no dog barking or twig
snapping. Until this point, events had moved too swiftly for Julius to be afraid, but now panic seized him. In
another instant, he realized that his old life was finished.”
 
Thus begins the extraordinary odyssey of Julius Achon, a journey that takes a barefoot twelve-year-old boy
from a village in northern Uganda to the rebel camp of the notorious Lord’s Resistance Army, where he was
made a boy soldier, and then, miraculously, to a career as one of the world’s foremost middle-distance
runners. But when a devastating tragedy prevents Julius from pursuing the gold at the 2004 Olympic Games
in Athens, he is once again set adrift and forced to forge a new path for himself, finally finding his true
calling as an internationally recognized humanitarian. Today, Julius is the director of the Achon Uganda
Children’s Fund, a charity whose mission is to improve the quality of life in rural Uganda through access to
healthcare, education, and athletics.
 
While pursuing his destiny, Julius encounters a range of unforgettable characters who variously befriend and
betray him: the demonic Joseph Kony, a “world-class warlord”; John Cook, a brilliant and eccentric U.S.
track coach; Jim Fee, an American businessman who helps Julius build a state-of-the-art medical center deep
in the Ugandan bush; and finally Kristina, Julius’s mother, whose own tragic journey forms the pivot for this
spellbinding narrative of love, loss, suffering, and redemption.
 
Written by award-winning sportswriter John Brant, The Boy Who Runs is an empowering tale of obstacles
overcome, challenges met, and light wrested from darkness. It’s a story about forging your true path and
finding your higher purpose—even when the road ahead bends in unexpected directions.
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From reader reviews:

Ana Steadman:

This The Boy Who Runs: The Odyssey of Julius Achon are generally reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The main reason of this The Boy Who Runs: The Odyssey of Julius Achon can be
one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but
feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy,
you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that
this The Boy Who Runs: The Odyssey of Julius Achon giving you an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have
it and revel in reading.

Heather Jones:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book
like comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The Boy Who Runs: The
Odyssey of Julius Achon that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man
but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as
your good habit, you may pick The Boy Who Runs: The Odyssey of Julius Achon become your starter.

Rod Doughty:

This The Boy Who Runs: The Odyssey of Julius Achon is great publication for you because the content
which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
This book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences inside
it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with
straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Boy
Who Runs: The Odyssey of Julius Achon in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this
publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt
that?

Julie Berkey:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart
or real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to



reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Boy Who Runs: The Odyssey of Julius Achon can make you
truly feel more interested to read.
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