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Narnia, Perelandra—places of wonder and longing. The White Witch, Screwtape—personifications of evil.
Aslan—a portrait of the divine. Like Turkish Delight, some of C.S. Lewis’s writing surprises and whets our
appetite for more. But some of his works bite and nip at our heels. What enabled C.S. Lewis to create such
vivid characters and compelling plots? Perhaps it was simply that C.S. Lewis had an unsurpassed
imagination. Or perhaps he had a knack for finding the right metaphor or analogy that awakened readers’
imaginations in new ways. But whatever his gifts, no one can deny that C.S. Lewis had a remarkable career,
producing many books in eighteen different literary genres, including: apologetics, autobiography,
educational philosophy, fairy stories, science fiction, and literary criticism. And while he had and still has
critics, Lewis' works continue to find devoted readers.

The purpose of this book is to introduce C.S. Lewis through the prism of imagination. For Lewis,
imagination is both a means and an end. And because he used his own imagination well and often, he is a
practiced guide for those of us who desire to reach beyond our grasp. Each chapter highlights Lewis’s major
works and then shows how Lewis uses imagination to captivate readers. While many have read books by
C.S. Lewis, not many readers understand his power to give new slants on the things we think we know. More
than a genius, Lewis disciplined his imagination, harnessing its creativity in service of helping others believe
more deeply.
“Truly fresh, rhetorically astute works about C. S. Lewis are rare, but this provocative new volume by Jerry
Root and Mark Neal emerges at just the right time to reinvigorate Lewis scholarship beyond the clichés we
continue to repeat to each other. The Surprising Imagination of C. S. Lewis delivers just that salvo, an
ingenious, empathetic, lavishly informed elucidation of Lewis’s understanding of the life of the
imagination.”
—Bruce L. Edwards, Professor Emeritus of English and Africana Studies, Bowling Green State University,
Bowling Green, OH
“Our grasp of ‘imagination’ is such a pale and paltry thing; Neal and Root offer a much-needed corrective by
illustrating Lewis’s robust use of the word. The happy result is a more accurate and nuanced reading of
Lewis. But there is more: through their careful work, we are graced with a rich, new vocabulary to discern
and describe the many uses of creative imagination all around us.”
—Diana Pavlac Glyer, Professor of English at Azusa Pacific University, Azusa, CA, author of The Company
They Keep: C .S. Lewis and J. R. R. Tolkien as Writers in Community
“This fabulous book on Lewis’s imagination will delight readers new to Lewis and those who, like the
authors, have been reading him for decades. It shimmers with the joy of exploration and discovery. The
Surprising Imagination of C. S. Lewis is a reliable and inspiring guide not only to Lewis but to a treasure
trove of imaginative books that fired Lewis’s own imagination. In Robert Frost’s delightful phrase, this book
is the occasion for a ‘fresh think.’” 
—Wayne Martindale, Emeritus Professor of English, Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL
“Jerry Root and Mark Neal make excellent use of Lewis's literary criticism of other authors to show how he
employed different varieties of imagination in his own works. The result is a good book about Lewis and an
even better one on the capacity of imagination to enrich each of our lives every day.”
—Mark Noll, Francis A. McAnaney Professor of History, University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN
“For nearly four decades I have been reading books and articles in the field of Lewis studies. This volume is
one of the most original and fascinating books on Lewis to appear in a long time.”
—Lyle W. Dorsett,...
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From reader reviews:

Laveta Blodgett:

The book The Surprising Imagination of C. S. Lewis: An Introduction can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a
book The Surprising Imagination of C. S. Lewis: An Introduction? Several of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try
to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each
other; you could share all of these. Book The Surprising Imagination of C. S. Lewis: An Introduction has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous
world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Kenton Marshall:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject The Surprising
Imagination of C. S. Lewis: An Introduction suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The book untitled The Surprising Imagination of C. S. Lewis: An Introductionis the one of
several books that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When
you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this publication.
This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the
world within this book.

Diana Johnson:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Surprising Imagination of
C. S. Lewis: An Introduction can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Gloria Lafreniere:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Surprising Imagination of C. S. Lewis: An
Introduction was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Surprising
Imagination of C. S. Lewis: An Introduction has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore ,
not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose
the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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