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The first book-length study on the subject in any language, Tolstoy and the Religious Culture of His Time
treats Tolstoy's experience as a massive philosophical and religious project rather than a crisis-laden tragedy.
Inessa Medzhibovskaya explains the evolution of Tolstoy's religious outlook based on his ongoing dialogue
with the tradition of conversion in Europe and Russia, as well as on the demands of his own heart, mind, and
spirit. The author contextualizes Tolstoy's conversion, comparing his pattern of religious conversion with
that of other notable religious converts-Saint Paul, Saint Augustine, Luther, Pascal, Rousseau-as well with
that of Tolstoy's countrymen-Pushkin, Gogol, Chaadaev, Stankevich, Belinsky, Herzen, and Dostoevsky.
Stressing the importance of the religious culture of his time for Tolstoy, this study investigates the nineteenth
century debates that inspired and repelled Tolstoy as he weighed arguments for or against faith in his
dialogues with the culture of his time, covering widely differing fields and disciplines of experimental
knowledge. The author considers German Romantic philosophy, the natural sciences, pragmatist religious
solutions, theories of social progress and evolution, and the historical school of Christianity.
Medzhibovskaya stresses the fact that influential intellectual currents were as important to Tolstoy as
believers and nonbelievers were from and beyond his immediate environment.
The author argues that, in this sense, Tolstoy's conversion emerges as deeply intertextual, and this surprising
discovery should not diminish our trust in Tolstoy's sincerity during his religious evolution, which occurred
both spontaneously as well as deliberately. The polyphony of discreet spiritual moments that Tolstoy created
by fusing in his narratives of conversion religious and artistic realms is arguably his greatest contribution to
spiritual autobiography.
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From reader reviews:

George Kirby:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this
Tolstoy and the Religious Culture of His Time: A Biography of a Long Conversion, 1845-1885.

Loretta Jones:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Tolstoy and the Religious Culture of His
Time: A Biography of a Long Conversion, 1845-1885 is simple to develop you can read it in the park your
car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can
buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Jamie Harper:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Tolstoy and the Religious Culture of His Time: A
Biography of a Long Conversion, 1845-1885 can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You
are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Christina Almonte:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in
the top list in your reading list is usually Tolstoy and the Religious Culture of His Time: A Biography of a
Long Conversion, 1845-1885. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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