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Donald L. Canney’s study is the first book-length history of the U.S. Navy’s Africa Squadron. Established in
1842 to enforce the ban on importing slaves to the United States, in twenty years’ time the squadron proved
ineffective. To officers and enlisted men alike, duty in the squadron was unpopular. The equatorial climate,
departmental neglect, and judicial indifference, which allowed slavers back at sea, all contributed to the
sailors’ frustration. Later, the most damaging allegation was that the squadron had failed at its mission.
Canney investigates how this unit earned a poor reputation and whether it is deserved.

Though U.S. warships seized slave vessels as early as 1800, four decades passed before the Navy established
a permanent squadron off the western coast of Africa to interdict U.S.-flag vessels participating in this trade.
Canney traces the Navy’s role in interdicting the slave trade, Great Britain’s pressure on the U.S. government
to curb slave traffic, the creation of the squadron, and how individual politicians, department secretaries,
captains, and squadron commanders interpreted the laws and orders from higher authorities, changing
squadron operations. While famous ships and captains served on this station, none won distinction in the
Africa Squadron.

In the final analysis, the squadron was unsuccessful, even though it was the Navy’s only permanent squadron
with a specific, congressionally mandated mission: to maintain a quasi-blockade on a foreign shore. While
Canney exonerates southern-born naval captains, who approached their work as diligently as their
counterparts from the north, he demonstrates how the secretaries of the Navy—pro-slavery southern
politicians—neglected the squadron.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Rodriguez:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Africa Squadron: The U.S.
Navy and the Slave Trade, 1842-1861 is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Jennifer Walker:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Africa Squadron: The U.S. Navy and the Slave Trade, 1842-1861, you can tells your family, friends
and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Dollie Simmons:

The book untitled Africa Squadron: The U.S. Navy and the Slave Trade, 1842-1861 is the e-book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author
was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of Africa Squadron: The U.S. Navy and the Slave Trade, 1842-1861
from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Cynthia Gomez:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Africa Squadron: The U.S. Navy and
the Slave Trade, 1842-1861 that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how
they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for
all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it
is possible to pick Africa Squadron: The U.S. Navy and the Slave Trade, 1842-1861 become your current
starter.
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