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By the end of the twentieth century, Freemasonry had acquired an unsavoury reputation as a secretive
network of wealthy men looking out for each others’ interests. The popular view is of an organisation that, if
not actually corrupt, is certainly viewed with deep mistrust by the press and wider society. Yet, as this book
makes clear, this view contrasts sharply with the situation at the beginning of the century when the public’s
perception of Freemasonry in Britain was much more benevolent, with numerous establishment figures
(including monarchs, government ministers, archbishops and civic worthies) enthusiastically recommending
Freemasonry as the key to model citizenship.

Focusing particularly on the role of the press, this book investigates the transformation of the image of
Freemasonry in Britain from respectability to suspicion. It describes how the media projected a positive
message of the organisation for almost forty years, based on a mass of news emanating from the organisation
itself, before a change in public regard occurred during the later twentieth-century. This change in the public
mood, the book argues, was due primarily to Masonic withdrawal from the public sphere and a
disengagement with the press.

Through an examination of the subject of Freemasonry and the British press, a number of related social
trends are addressed, including the decline of deference, the erosion of privacy, greater competition in the
media, the emergence of more aggressive and investigative journalism, the consequences of media isolation
and the rise of professional Public Relations. The book also illuminates the organisation’s collisions with
nationalism, communism, and state welfare provision. As such, the study is illuminating not only for students
of Freemasonry, but those with an interest in the wider social history of modern Britain.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Knudsen:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Freemasonry and the Press in the
Twentieth Century: A National Newspaper Study of England and Wales. All type of book are you able to see
on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Joanne Starks:

The experience that you get from Freemasonry and the Press in the Twentieth Century: A National
Newspaper Study of England and Wales is the more deep you looking the information that hide inside the
words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but
Freemasonry and the Press in the Twentieth Century: A National Newspaper Study of England and Wales
giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood by anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also
makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that Freemasonry and the Press
in the Twentieth Century: A National Newspaper Study of England and Wales instantly.

Rick Braden:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Freemasonry and the Press in the Twentieth Century: A
National Newspaper Study of England and Wales was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we
know that book Freemasonry and the Press in the Twentieth Century: A National Newspaper Study of
England and Wales has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at
all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the
best book in your case and try to like reading that will.

Andrew Howe:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make summary for
some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or real their hobby.
They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see colorful pics
on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this period of
time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore
, this Freemasonry and the Press in the Twentieth Century: A National Newspaper Study of England and



Wales can make you sense more interested to read.
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