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The first and definitive biography of one of America's bestselling, notorious, and influential writers of
the twentieth century: Iceberg Slim, né Robert Beck, author of the multimillion-copy
memoir Pimp and such equally popular novels as Trick Baby and Mama Black Widow. From a career
as a, yes, ruthless pimp in the '40s and '50s, Iceberg Slim refashioned himself as the first and still the
greatest of "street lit" masters, whose vivid books have made him an icon to such rappers as Ice-T,
Jay-Z, and Snoop Dogg and a presiding spirit of "blaxploitation" culture. You can't understand
contemporary black (and even American) culture without reckoning with Iceberg Slim and his many
acolytes and imitators.

Literature professor Justin Gifford has been researching the life and work of Robert Beck for a decade,
culminating in Street Poison, a colorful and compassionate biography of one of the most complicated figures
in twentieth-century literature. Drawing on a wealth of archival material—including FBI files, prison
records, and interviews with Beck, his wife, and his daughters—Gifford explores the sexual trauma and
racial violence Beck endured that led to his reinvention as Iceberg Slim, one of America's most infamous
pimps of the 1940s and '50s. From pimping to penning his profoundly influential confessional
autobiography, Pimp, to his involvement in radical politics, Gifford's biography illuminates the life and
works of one of American literature's most unique renegades.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Rockwood:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Street Poison: The
Biography of Iceberg Slim book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Kenneth Kelly:

Here thing why this Street Poison: The Biography of Iceberg Slim are different and trustworthy to be yours.
First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as
yummy as food or not. Street Poison: The Biography of Iceberg Slim giving you information deeper
including different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with
Street Poison: The Biography of Iceberg Slim. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current
eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You
can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Street Poison: The Biography of Iceberg Slim in
e-book can be your alternate.

Nancy Steffen:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer may be Street Poison: The Biography of Iceberg Slim why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist
you to pick up this book.

Roberta Lawrence:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended for your requirements is Street Poison: The Biography of Iceberg Slim this reserve consist
a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just how
can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The



actual writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.
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