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The Work of Enchantment suggests that it is a lack of "enchantment" in rich, developed countries that causes
soul-starved Westerners to experience mental (and sometimes physical) illness. Del Nevo argues that this
"enchantment" is most often experienced in childhood, but can also be found in adulthood, particularly
through art. However, adults must cultivate within themselves the ability to appreciate art by reading,
listening, and gazing—activities often misconceived in advanced industrial societies.

Del Nevo describes the framework of enchantment and its philosophical and historical roots. He then
concentrates on the work of enchantment within literature, considering what enchantment might entail taking
the works of Proust, Rilke, and Goethe as examples. Del Nevo shows how a sense of enchantment forms
within and between art works, using his literary examples, as well as between the work and the audience.
The reader will learn along the way that enchantment may be found in the power of words, as an expression
of the desire of the soul, a compliment of melancholy, and in art that points to something beyond itself.

Enchantment may be found in many places, ranging from philosophy, religion, and psychology to sociology
and culture, but here Del Nevo focuses on literature. His audience is people who are searching for something
beyond money or glamour—perhaps the meaning of art and culture. His focus on literary masterpieces such
as the Duino Elegies, Remembrance of Things Past, Wilhelm Meister’s Journeyman Years, and others will
make it of interest to those in cultural studies. Well written and engaging, and accessible to non-specialist
readers, this unusual work in philosophy and aesthetics is free of jargon and complicated verbiage. Inspiring
and enlivening, it is, in the author’s words, "a stirring call to idleness."
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From reader reviews:

Whitney Mallard:

Typically the book The Work of Enchantment will bring that you the new experience of reading any book.
The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very
suited to you. The book The Work of Enchantment is much recommended to you to read. You can also get
the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Camille Wolfe:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading a
reserve. The book The Work of Enchantment it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Becky Duncan:

You will get this The Work of Enchantment by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it
might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are
various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In
the modern era including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Elizabeth Black:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Work of Enchantment can make you experience more interested to
read.
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