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On the eve of the American Revolution, the refugee was, according to British tradition, a Protestant who
sought shelter from continental persecution. By the turn of the twentieth century, however, British refuge
would be celebrated internationally as being open to all persecuted foreigners. Britain had become a haven
for fugitives as diverse as Karl Marx and Louis Napoleon, Sim?n Bol?var and Frederick Douglass. How and
why did the refugee category expand? How, in a period when no law forbade foreigners entry to Britain, did
the refugee emerge as a category for humanitarian and political action? Why did the plight of these particular
foreigners become such a characteristically British concern?

Current understandings about the origins of refuge have focused on the period after 1914. Britannia's
Embrace offers the first historical analysis of the origins of this modern humanitarian norm in the long
nineteenth century. At a time when Britons were reshaping their own political culture, this charitable
endeavor became constitutive of what it meant to be liberal on the global stage. Like British anti-slavery, its
sister movement, campaigning on behalf of foreign refugees seemed to give purpose to the growing empire
and the resources of empire gave it greater strength. By the dawn of the twentieth century, British efforts on
behalf of persecuted foreigners declined precipitously, but its legacies in law and in modern humanitarian
politics would be long-lasting.

In telling this story, Britannia's Embrace puts refugee relief front and center in histories of human rights and
international law and of studies of Britain in the world. In so doing, it describes the dynamic relationship
between law, resources, and moral storytelling that remains critical to humanitarianism today.
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From reader reviews:

Armando Ceballos:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Britannia's Embrace: Modern Humanitarianism and
the Imperial Origins of Refugee Relief will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable
book with you?

Frances Temple:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
Britannia's Embrace: Modern Humanitarianism and the Imperial Origins of Refugee Relief.

Dennis Simpson:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the
books in the top collection in your reading list is actually Britannia's Embrace: Modern Humanitarianism and
the Imperial Origins of Refugee Relief. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you
closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many
advantages.

Ron Taylor:

You can find this Britannia's Embrace: Modern Humanitarianism and the Imperial Origins of Refugee Relief
by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed
but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by
your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get
more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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