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“American success or failure in Iraq may well depend on whether the Iraqis like American soldiers or not.”

 

The U.S. military could certainly have used that bit of wisdom in 2003, as violence began to eclipse the Iraq
War’s early successes. Ironically, had the Army only looked in its own archives, they would have found
it—that piece of advice is from a manual the U.S. War Department handed out to American servicemen
posted in Iraq back in 1943.

The advice in Instructions for American Servicemen in Iraq during World War II,presented here in a new
facsimile edition, retains a surprising, even haunting, relevance in light of today’s muddled efforts to win
Iraqi hearts and minds. Designed to help American soldiers understand and cope with what was at the time
an utterly unfamiliar culture—the manual explains how to pronounce the word Iraq, for instance—this brief,
accessible handbook  mixes do-and-don’t-style tips (“Always respect the Moslem women.” “Talk Arabic if
you can to the people. No matter how badly you do it, they will like it.”) with general observations on Iraqi
history and society. The book’s overall message still rings true—dramatically so—more than sixty years
later: treat an Iraqi and his family with honor and respect, and you will have a strong ally; treat him with
disrespect and you will create an unyielding enemy.

With a foreword by Lieutenant Colonel John A. Nagl reflecting on the manual’s continuing
applicability—and lamenting that it was unknown at the start of the invasion—this new edition of
Instructions for American Servicemen in Iraq will be essential reading for anyone who cares about the future
of Iraq and the fate of the American soldiers serving there.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Spencer:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for us. The book Instructions for American Servicemen in Iraq during World War II
had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is
very advantages for you. The e-book Instructions for American Servicemen in Iraq during World War II is
not only giving you much more new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored.
You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book Instructions
for American Servicemen in Iraq during World War II. You never truly feel lose out for everything should
you read some books.

Jeffrey David:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get large amount
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read will be Instructions for American Servicemen in Iraq during World War II.

Lise Callicoat:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Instructions for American
Servicemen in Iraq during World War II that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Instructions for American Servicemen in Iraq during
World War II become your starter.

Timothy Quintero:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book
Instructions for American Servicemen in Iraq during World War II. Contain your knowledge by it. Without
leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most
crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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