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The impact of absent fathers on sons in the black community has been a subject for cultural critics and
sociologists who often deal in anonymous data. Yet many of those sons have themselves addressed the issue
in autobiographical works that form the core of African American literature.
A Fatherless Child examines the impact of fatherlessness on racial and gender identity formation as seen in
black men’s autobiographies and in other constructions of black fatherhood in fiction. Through these works,
Tara T. Green investigates what comes of abandonment by a father and loss of a role model by probing a
son’s understanding of his father’s struggles to define himself and the role of community in forming the
son’s quest for self-definition in his father’s absence.
Closely examining four works—Langston Hughes’s The Big Sea, Richard Wright’s Black Boy, Malcolm X’s
The Autobiography of Malcolm X, and Barack Obama’s Dreams from My Father—Green portrays the
intersecting experiences of generations of black men during the twentieth century both before and after the
Civil Rights movement. These four men recall feeling the pressure and responsibility of caring for their
mothers, resisting public displays of care, and desiring a loving, noncontentious relationship with their
fathers. Feeling vulnerable to forces they may have identified as detrimental to their status as black men, they
use autobiography as a tool for healing, a way to confront that vulnerability and to claim a lost power
associated with their lost fathers.
Through her analysis, Green emphasizes the role of community as a father-substitute in producing successful
black men, the impact of fatherlessness on self-perceptions and relationships with women, and black men’s
engagement with healing the pain of abandonment. She also looks at why these four men visited Africa to
reclaim a cultural history and identity, showing how each developed a clearer understanding of himself as an
American man of African descent.
A Fatherless Child conveys important lessons relevant to current debates regarding the status of African
American families in the twenty-first century. By showing us four black men of different eras, Green asks
readers to consider how much any child can heal from fatherlessness to construct a positive self-image—and
shows that, contrary to popular perceptions, fatherlessness need not lead to certain failure.
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From reader reviews:

Clara Palmer:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This A Fatherless Child: Autobiographical
Perspectives of African American Men is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because
this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Russell Stringer:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject A
Fatherless Child: Autobiographical Perspectives of African American Men suitable to you? Often the book
was written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled A Fatherless Child:
Autobiographical Perspectives of African American Menis the main one of several books that will everyone
read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will
enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you
a wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this
book.

Kirk Banks:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long
to reading a book. The book A Fatherless Child: Autobiographical Perspectives of African American Men it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book.
You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
provides high quality.

Lucy Nelson:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love A Fatherless Child: Autobiographical Perspectives
of African American Men, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it?



What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on
its identified as reading friends.
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