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The Ten Commandments condone slavery, and Deuteronomy 22 deems the rape of an unmarried woman to
injure her father rather than the woman herself. While many Christians ignore most Old Testament laws as
obsolete or irrelevant-with others picking and choosing among them in support of specific political and
social agendas-it remains a basic tenet of Christian doctrine that the faith is contained in both the Old and the
New Testament. If the law is ignored, an important aspect of the faith tradition is denied.

In Ancient Laws and Contemporary Controversies, Cheryl B. Anderson tackles this problem head on,
attempting to answer the question whether the laws of the Old Testament are authoritative for Christians
today. The issue is crucial: some Christians actually believe that the New Testament abolishes the law, or
that the Protestant reformers Luther, Calvin, and Wesley rejected the law. Acknowledging the deeply
problematic nature of some Old Testament law (especially as it applies to women, the poor, and
homosexuals), Anderson finds that contemporary controversies are the result of such groups now expressing
their own realities and faith perspectives.

Anderson suggests that we approach biblical law in much the same way that we approach the U.S.
Constitution. While the nation's founding fathers-all privileged white men-did not have the poor, women, or
people of color in mind when they referred in its preamble to "We the people." Subsequently, the
Constitution has evolved through amendment and interpretation to include those who were initially excluded.
Although it is impossible to amend the biblical texts themselves, the way in which they are interpreted can-
and should-change. With previous scholarship grounded in the Old Testament as well as critical, legal, and
feminist theory, Anderson is uniquely qualified to apply insights from contemporary law to the interpretive
history of biblical law, and to draw out their implications for issues of gender, class, and race/ethnicity. In so
doing, she lays the groundwork for an inclusive mode of biblical interpretation.
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From reader reviews:

Rhonda Robitaille:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a e-book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Ancient Laws and Contemporary
Controversies: The Need for Inclusive Biblical Interpretation will make you to always be smarter. You can
feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading a new
book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best
book or suited book with you?

Tisha Betancourt:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important usually. The book Ancient Laws and Contemporary Controversies: The Need for
Inclusive Biblical Interpretation seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you
can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book Ancient Laws and Contemporary
Controversies: The Need for Inclusive Biblical Interpretation is not only giving you much more new
information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read
your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book Ancient Laws and Contemporary Controversies: The
Need for Inclusive Biblical Interpretation. You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read
some books.

Doris Snell:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own
reader with their story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is
this Ancient Laws and Contemporary Controversies: The Need for Inclusive Biblical Interpretation.

Nicholas McNeal:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Ancient Laws and Contemporary
Controversies: The Need for Inclusive Biblical Interpretation was vibrant and of course has pictures around.
As we know that book Ancient Laws and Contemporary Controversies: The Need for Inclusive Biblical
Interpretation has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye
Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally



make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself
and try to like reading in which.
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