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Continues the author’s inquiry into the development of the Chinese philosophical concept Li, concluding in
Song and Ming dynasty Neo-Confucianism.

Beyond Oneness and Difference considers the development of one of the key concepts of Chinese intellectual
history, Li. A grasp of the strange history of this term and its seemingly conflicting implications—as oneness
and differentiation, as the knowable and as what transcends knowledge, as the good and as the transcendence
of good and bad, as order and as omnipresence—raises questions about the most basic building blocks of our
thinking. This exploration began in the book’s companion volume, Ironies of Oneness and Difference, which
detailed how formative Confucian and Daoist thinkers approached and demarcated concepts of coherence,
order, and value, identifying both ironic and non-ironic trends in the elaboration of these core ideas. In the
present volume, Brook Ziporyn goes on to examine the implications of Li as they develop in Neo-Daoist
metaphysics and in Chinese Buddhism, ultimately becoming foundational to Song and Ming dynasty Neo-
Confucianism, the orthodox ideology of late imperial China. Ziporyn’s interrogation goes beyond analysis to
reveal the unsuspected range of human thinking on these most fundamental categories of ontology,
metaphysics, epistemology, and ethics.

Brook Ziporyn is Professor of Chinese Philosophy, Religion, and Comparative Thought at the University of
Chicago Divinity School. He is the author of several books, including The Penumbra Unbound: The Neo-
Taoist Philosophy of Guo Xiang and Ironies of Oneness and Difference: Coherence in Early Chinese
Thought; Prolegomena to the Study of Li, both also published by SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Worrell:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Beyond Oneness and Difference: Li and Coherence in Chinese Buddhist Thought and Its Antecedents
(SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture), you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Dominic Loflin:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you
have read is Beyond Oneness and Difference: Li and Coherence in Chinese Buddhist Thought and Its
Antecedents (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture).

James Walton:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
With the book Beyond Oneness and Difference: Li and Coherence in Chinese Buddhist Thought and Its
Antecedents (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) we can have more advantage. Don't that you
be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal
with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book Beyond Oneness and Difference:
Li and Coherence in Chinese Buddhist Thought and Its Antecedents (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy
and Culture). You can more pleasing than now.

Elizabeth Webster:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of
news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From



media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Beyond Oneness and Difference: Li and Coherence in Chinese Buddhist Thought and Its
Antecedents (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) when you essential it?
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