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Drawing together literature, media, and philosophy, Ghostly Apparitions provides a new model for media
archaeology. Stefan Andriopoulos examines the relationships between new media technologies and distinct
cultural realms, tracing connections between Kant's philosophy and the magic lantern's phantasmagoria, the
Gothic novel and print culture, and spiritualist research and the invention of television. As Kant was writing
about the possibility of spiritual apparitions, the emerging medium of the phantasmagoria used hidden magic
lanterns to terrify audiences with ghostly projections. Andriopoulos juxtaposes the philosophical arguments
of German idealism with contemporaneous occultism and ghost shows. In close readings of Kant, Hegel, and
Schopenhauer, he traces the diverging ways in which these authors appropriate optical media effects and
spiritualist notions. The spectral apparitions from this period also intersect with an exploding print market
and the rise of immersive reading practices. Andriopoulos explores the circulation of ostensibly genuine
ghost narratives and Gothic fiction, which was said to produce "reading addiction" and a loss of reality.
Romantic representations of animal magnetism and clairvoyance similarly blurred the boundary between
fiction and reality. In the 1840s, Edgar Allan Poe adapted a German case history that described a magnetic
clairvoyant as arrested in the moment of dying. Yet even though Poe's tale belonged to the realm of literary
fiction, it was reprinted as an authentic news item. Andriopoulos extends this archaeology of new media into
the early twentieth century. Tracing a reciprocal interaction between occultism and engineering, he reveals
how spiritualist research into the psychic "television" of somnambulist clairvoyants enabled the concurrent
emergence of the technical medium.
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From reader reviews:

Nannie Hernandez:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are
reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Ghostly Apparitions: German Idealism, the Gothic Novel, and Optical Media.

James Cansler:

Ghostly Apparitions: German Idealism, the Gothic Novel, and Optical Media can be one of your basic books
that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that
will increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Ghostly
Apparitions: German Idealism, the Gothic Novel, and Optical Media but doesn't forget the main stage, giving
the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great
information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Loyd Tyler:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Ghostly Apparitions: German Idealism, the Gothic Novel, and
Optical Media why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Teresita Donahue:

Beside this particular Ghostly Apparitions: German Idealism, the Gothic Novel, and Optical Media in your
phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Ghostly Apparitions: German Idealism, the Gothic
Novel, and Optical Media because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you
have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from at this point!
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