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William Shakespeare was born in Stratford-upon-Avon, a small country town. Stratford was famous for its
malting. The black plague killed in 1564 one out of seven of the town’s 1,500 inhabitants. Shakespeare was
the eldest son of Mary Arden, the daughter of a local landowner, and her husband, John Shakespeare (c.
1530-1601), a glover and wood dealer. John Aubrey (1626-1697) tells in Brief Lives that Shakespeare’s
father was a butcher and the young William exercised his father’s trade, "but when he kill'd a Calfe he would
do it in a high style, and make a speech." In 1568 John Shakespeare was made a mayor of Stratford and a
justice of peace. His wool business failed in the 1570s, and in 1580 he was fined £40, with other 140 men,
for failing to find surety to keep the peace. There is not record that his fine was paid. Later the church
commissioners reported of him and eight other men that they had failed to attend church "for fear of process
for debt". The family’s position was restored in the 1590s by earnings of William Shakespeare, and in 1596
he was awarded a coat of arms. Very little is known about Shakespeare early life, and his later works have
inspired a number of interpretations. T.S. Eliot wrote that "I would suggest that none of the plays of
Shakespeare has a "meaning," although it would be equally false to say that a play of Shakespeare is
meaningless." (in Selected Essays, new edition, 1960). Shakespeare is assumed to have been educated at
Stratford Grammar School, and he may have spent the years 1580-82 as a teacher for the Roman Catholic
Houghton family in Lancashire. When Shakespeare was 15, a woman from a nearby village drowned in the
Avon. Her death was ruled accidental but it may have been a suicide. Later in Hamlet Shakespeare left open
the question whether Ophelia died accidentally or by her own hand. At the age of 18, Shakespeare married a
local girl, Anne Hathaway (died 1623), who was eight years older. Their first child, Susannah, was born
within six months, and twins Hamnet and Judith were born in 1585. Hamnet, Shakespeare’s only son, died in
1596, at the age of 11. It has often been suggested, that the lines in King John, beginning with "Grief fills the
room of my absent child", reflects Shakespeare’s own personal feelings.
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From reader reviews:

Jaleesa Greenwood:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Henry IV,
you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the
others, make them reading a book.

Lisa Bentley:

The reason? Because this Henry IV is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to
snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains
than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still
want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Nancy Gump:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Henry IV which is
finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Brandon Gentry:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Henry IV can be the solution, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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