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William Shakespeare was born in Stratford-upon-Avon, a small country town. Stratford was famous for its
malting. The black plague killed in 1564 one out of seven of the town’s 1,500 inhabitants. Shakespeare was
the eldest son of Mary Arden, the daughter of a local landowner, and her husband, John Shakespeare (c.
1530-1601), a glover and wood dealer. John Aubrey (1626-1697) tells in Brief Lives that Shakespeare’s
father was a butcher and the young William exercised his father’s trade, "but when he kill'd a Calfe he would
do it in a high style, and make a speech." In 1568 John Shakespeare was made a mayor of Stratford and a
justice of peace. His wool business failed in the 1570s, and in 1580 he was fined £40, with other 140 men,
for failing to find surety to keep the peace. There is not record that his fine was paid. Later the church
commissioners reported of him and eight other men that they had failed to attend church "for fear of process
for debt". The family’s position was restored in the 1590s by earnings of William Shakespeare, and in 1596
he was awarded a coat of arms. Very little is known about Shakespeare early life, and his later works have
inspired a number of interpretations. T.S. Eliot wrote that "I would suggest that none of the plays of
Shakespeare has a "meaning," although it would be equally false to say that a play of Shakespeare is
meaningless." (in Selected Essays, new edition, 1960). Shakespeare is assumed to have been educated at
Stratford Grammar School, and he may have spent the years 1580-82 as a teacher for the Roman Catholic
Houghton family in Lancashire. When Shakespeare was 15, a woman from a nearby village drowned in the
Avon. Her death was ruled accidental but it may have been a suicide. Later in Hamlet Shakespeare left open
the question whether Ophelia died accidentally or by her own hand. At the age of 18, Shakespeare married a
local girl, Anne Hathaway (died 1623), who was eight years older. Their first child, Susannah, was born
within six months, and twins Hamnet and Judith were born in 1585. Hamnet, Shakespeare’s only son, died in
1596, at the age of 11. It has often been suggested, that the lines in King John, beginning with "Grief fills the
room of my absent child", reflects Shakespeare’s own personal feelings.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Bogdan:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be consider while those
information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take The Merry Devil as the daily resource information.

Numbers Harless:

The Merry Devil can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight
away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that
will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Merry Devil but doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one
of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Yvonne Matz:

You may spend your free time to see this book this guide. This The Merry Devil is simple bringing you can
read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular
book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Cassandra Harvey:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Merry Devil was multi-colored and of course
has pictures on there. As we know that book The Merry Devil has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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