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“The world is full of sorrow,” Agapita whispered to Alfonso.

Did she stamp those words into his destiny?

The story of Alfonso, a Nuevo Mexicano, begins with his birth, when the curandera Agapita delivers these
haunting words into his infant ear. What then unfolds is an elegiac song to the llanos of New Mexico where
Alfonso comes of age. As this exquisite novel charts Alfonso’s life journey from childhood through his
education and evolution as a writer, renowned Chicano author Rudolfo Anaya invites readers to reflect on
the truths and mysteries of the human condition.

Because Alfonso “didn’t write his own biography,” it falls to his childhood friend, the anonymous narrator
here, to tell his story, through a series of letters addressed to a mysterious figure named K. The narrator
depicts young Alfonso caught between dual influences: his beloved, devout Catholic mother, Rafaelita, and
the folk healer Agapita. After suffering a terrible accident that leaves him physically handicapped, Alfonso
faces intellectual crises during his university years, all of which move him down the path of his destiny.

In describing these events, the “old man” writing the letters interweaves Alfonso’s experiences with
fragments of his own life and of the New Mexican llano that both men have called home. The trajectory of
Alfonso’s life in turn mirrors the history of New Mexico and the turbulent beginnings of the Chicano
movement in which the young protagonist plays a trailblazing role.

As story builds upon story, the commonality of traits among the narrator, his subject, and perhaps Anaya
himself appears more than coincidental. Permeated by Anaya’s trademark religious and mythological
imagery, The Sorrows of Young Alfonso is a luminous meditation on memory, reality, and the human
experience.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Eastman:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you
do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because just their
can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from
on guardería until university need that The Sorrows of Young Alfonso (Chicana and Chicano Visions of the
Americas series) to read.

Eva Burton:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving The Sorrows of Young Alfonso
(Chicana and Chicano Visions of the Americas series) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know
world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Sorrows of Young Alfonso
(Chicana and Chicano Visions of the Americas series) become your starter.

Leticia Bennet:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you read
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The The Sorrows of Young Alfonso (Chicana and Chicano Visions of the Americas series) provide you with
new experience in reading through a book.

Helen Price:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And
you know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is The Sorrows of Young Alfonso
(Chicana and Chicano Visions of the Americas series).
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