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Contemporary political and legal theory typically justifies the value of political and legal institutions on the
grounds that such institutions bring about desirable outcomes - such as justice, security, and prosperity. In
the popular imagination, however, many people seem to value public institutions for their own sake. The idea
that political and legal institutions might be intrinsically valuable has received little philosophical attention.
Why Law Matters presents
the argument that legal institutions and legal procedures are valuable and matter as such, irrespective of their
instrumental value.

Harel advances the argument in several ways. Firstly, he examines the value of rights. Traditionally it is
believed that rights are valuable because they promote the realisation of values such as autonomy. Instead
Harel argues that the values underlying (some) rights are partially constructed by entrenching rights.
Secondly he argues that the value of public institutions are not grounded (ONLY) in the contingent fact that
such institutions are particularly accountable to the public. Instead,
some goods are intrinsically public; their value hinges on their public provision. Thirdly he shows that
constitutional directives are not mere contingent instruments to promote justice. In the absence of
constitutional entrenchment of rights, citizens live "at the mercy of" their legislatures (even if
legislatures protect justice adequately). Lastly, Harel defends judicial review on the grounds that it is an
embodiment of the right to a hearing.

The book shows that instrumental justifications fail to identify what is really valuable about public
institutions and fail to account for their enduring appeal. More specifically legal theorists fail to be attentive
to the sentiments of politicians, citizens and activists and to theorise public concerns in a way that is
responsive to these sentiments.
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From reader reviews:

Ethan Scott:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Why Law
Matters (Oxford Legal Philosophy) suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this
era. The book untitled Why Law Matters (Oxford Legal Philosophy)is a single of several books that
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book
you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their concept in the
simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give
you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular
book.

Linda Gaitan:

The particular book Why Law Matters (Oxford Legal Philosophy) will bring one to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new
book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Why Law Matters (Oxford Legal Philosophy) is
much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can
quickly to read the book.

William Smith:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can
know everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book Why Law Matters (Oxford Legal Philosophy) was filled in relation to
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.

Beverly Hummell:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. In this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for the
Why Law Matters (Oxford Legal Philosophy) when you desired it?
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