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Explore the dark subculture of 1950s tattoos!In the early 1950s, when tattoos were the indelible mark of a
lowlife, an erudite professor of English--a friend of Gertrude Stein, Thomas Mann, Andre Gide, and
Thornton Wilder--abandoned his job to become a tattoo artist (and incidentally a researcher for Alfred
Kinsey). Bad Boys and Tough Tattoos tells the story of his years working in a squalid arcade on Chicago’s
tough State Street. During that time he left his mark on a hundred thousand people, from youthful sailors
who flaunted their tattoos as a rite of manhood to executives who had to hide their passion for well-
ornamented flesh. Bad Boys and Tough Tattoos is anything but politically correct. The gritty, film-noir
details of Skid Row life are rendered with unflinching honesty and furtive tenderness. His lascivious relish
for the young sailors swaggering or staggering in for a new tattoo does not blind him to the sordidness of the
world they inhabited. From studly nineteen-year-olds who traded blow jobs for tattoos to hard-bitten dykes
who scared the sailors out of the shop, the clientele was seedy at best: sailors, con men, drunks, hustlers, and
Hells Angels. These days, when tattoo art is sported by millionaires and the middle class as well as by gang
members and punk rockers, the sheer squalor of Bad Boys and Tough Tattoos is a revelation. However much
tattoo culture has changed, the advice and information is still sound:

how to select a good tattoo artist●

what to expect during a tattooing session●

how to ensure the artist uses sterile needles and other safety precautions●

how to care for a new tattoo●

why people get tattoos--25 sexual motivations for body artMore than a history of the art or a roster of●

famous--and infamous--tattoo customers and artists, Bad Boys and Tough Tattoos is a raunchy,
provocative look at a forgotten subculture.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Harmon:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Bad Boys and Tough Tattoos: A Social History of the Tattoo With Gangs,
Sailors, and Street-Corner Punks 1950-1965 (Haworth Series in Gay & Lesbian Studies) book is readable by
means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
involving Bad Boys and Tough Tattoos: A Social History of the Tattoo With Gangs, Sailors, and Street-
Corner Punks 1950-1965 (Haworth Series in Gay & Lesbian Studies) content conveys the thought easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different such
as it. So , do you continue to thinking Bad Boys and Tough Tattoos: A Social History of the Tattoo With
Gangs, Sailors, and Street-Corner Punks 1950-1965 (Haworth Series in Gay & Lesbian Studies) is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Jennifer Frederick:

This book untitled Bad Boys and Tough Tattoos: A Social History of the Tattoo With Gangs, Sailors, and
Street-Corner Punks 1950-1965 (Haworth Series in Gay & Lesbian Studies) to be one of several books this
best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You
will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Hattie Leclair:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Bad Boys and Tough Tattoos: A Social
History of the Tattoo With Gangs, Sailors, and Street-Corner Punks 1950-1965 (Haworth Series in Gay &
Lesbian Studies) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual
but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as
your good habit, you are able to pick Bad Boys and Tough Tattoos: A Social History of the Tattoo With
Gangs, Sailors, and Street-Corner Punks 1950-1965 (Haworth Series in Gay & Lesbian Studies) become
your own personal starter.

Thelma Cobb:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book



you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The Bad Boys and Tough
Tattoos: A Social History of the Tattoo With Gangs, Sailors, and Street-Corner Punks 1950-1965 (Haworth
Series in Gay & Lesbian Studies) will give you new experience in studying a book.
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