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Since Aristotle’s famous declaration that the speculative sciences originated with the emergence of a leisure
class, it has been accepted as a truism that intellectual activity requires political stability and leisure in order
to flourish. Paradoxically, however, some of the most powerful and influential contributions to Western
intellectual culture have been produced in conditions that were adverse–indeed hostile–to intellectual
activity. Examples include Socrates' stirring defense of the examined life before a hostile Athenian jury,
Boethius writing The Consolation of Philosophy under the specter of impending torture and execution,
Galileo devising key notions for modern mechanics while under house arrest, and Jean-Paul Sartre drafting
portions of Being and Nothingness in his war diaries, to name only a few of the most famous incidents–all
extraordinary achievements spawned, developed or completed in adversity. In cases such as these, a
philosopher or scientist must manage somehow to remain intellectually creative and focused despite living in
conditions that are adverse or hostile to thought. In brief, they are working on ideas under fire.

This book is a survey of several momentous cases of philosophers and scientists working under fire. Each
chapter of Ideas Under Fire explores a particular case or set of related cases. For each case contributors
consider two questions: How did the individual at the center of a particular moment of discovery overcome
such formidable obstacles to leisure and conceptually abstract thought? And how did adversity shape their
thinking under fire?

Each chapter has been written by a specialist on its respective subject, and the book covers every period of
Western history. All the chapters are written in an accessible style that is intended to appeal to both
specialists and generalists.
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From reader reviews:

Herman Pruitt:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important usually. The book Ideas under Fire: Historical Studies of Philosophy and Science
in Adversity was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide Ideas under Fire: Historical Studies of
Philosophy and Science in Adversity is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become
your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship using the book Ideas under Fire: Historical Studies of Philosophy and Science in Adversity. You
never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Jeffery Herring:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Ideas under Fire:
Historical Studies of Philosophy and Science in Adversity suitable to you? The particular book was written
by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Ideas under Fire: Historical Studies of Philosophy
and Science in Adversityis the main one of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired
lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise
the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to
see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Dale Fain:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Ideas under Fire: Historical Studies of
Philosophy and Science in Adversity reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation Ideas
under Fire: Historical Studies of Philosophy and Science in Adversity as good book not only by the cover but
also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Shelia Tonn:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the
book that recommended for you is Ideas under Fire: Historical Studies of Philosophy and Science in



Adversity this publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book
was represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book
acceptable all of you.
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