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Pareto and Political Theory is the first book-length study of the philosopher’s importance in terms of the
most fundamental issues of political discourse: individualism vs. holism, science vs. hermeneutics, laissez-
faire vs. social engineering, and value relativism vs. moral absolutism.

Joseph V. Femia shows that although Pareto is considered a ‘founding father’ of both sociology and
mathematical economics, his contribution to political theory is neither fully recognised nor properly
explored. This is also the only book to examine Pareto’s critique of Kantianism and natural law and also
includes the first comparison of Pareto’s thought with postmodernism and a detailed refutation of the
familiar charge that Pareto was a defender of fascism.

This critical, but sympathetic analysis refutes the familiar charge that Pareto was some sort of proto-fascist
and instead locates him in the Machiavellian tradition of ‘sceptical liberalism’, which scorns metaphysical
abstraction and assigns ontological primacy to the individual. Though suspicious of rational schemes for
human improvement, sceptical liberals are equally suspicious of the myths and rhetoric that sustain the status
quo. This new volume concludes with a fascinating comparison between Pareto’s scepticism and that of
recent postmodernist thought, which also debunks the ‘grand narratives’ of historical progress.

This book will be of great interest to all students of politics, philosophy and sociology.
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From reader reviews:

Galen Dent:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Pareto and Political Theory (Routledge
Studies in Social and Political Thought) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Ruth McGrath:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Pareto and Political Theory (Routledge Studies in Social
and Political Thought) can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Catherine Branch:

Typically the book Pareto and Political Theory (Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought) has a lot
details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published
by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Sheila Searcy:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Pareto and
Political Theory (Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought) that give your entertainment preference
will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for
people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being
success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Pareto and
Political Theory (Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought) become your personal starter.
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