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This volume presents six alternative approaches to studying second language acquisition – 'alternative' in the
sense that they contrast with and/or complement the cognitivism pervading the field. All six approaches –
sociocultural, complexity theory, conversation-analytic, identity, language socialization, and sociocognitive
– are described according to the same set of six headings, allowing for direct comparison across approaches.

Each chapter is authored by leading advocates for the approach described: James Lantolf for the
sociocultural approach; Diane Larsen-Freeman for the complexity theory approach; Gabriele Kasper and
Johannes Wagner for the conversation-analytic approach; Bonny Norton and Carolyn McKinney for the
identity approach; Patricia Duff and Steven Talmy for the language socialization approach and Dwight
Atkinson for the sociocognitive approach.

Introductory and commentary chapters round out this volume. The editor’s introduction describes the
significance of alternative approaches to SLA studies given its strongly cognitivist orientation. Lourdes
Ortega’s commentary considers the six approaches from an 'enlightened traditional' perspective on SLA
studies – a viewpoint which is cognitivist in orientation but broad enough to give serious and balanced
consideration to alternative approaches.

This volume is essential reading in the field of second language acquisition.
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From reader reviews:

Harvey Hobbs:

Here thing why that Alternative Approaches to Second Language Acquisition are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is
the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Alternative Approaches to Second Language Acquisition giving
you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar
with Alternative Approaches to Second Language Acquisition. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up
your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around
you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone
who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Alternative Approaches to Second
Language Acquisition in e-book can be your substitute.

Eddie Nelson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Alternative Approaches to
Second Language Acquisition, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on
its named reading friends.

Helen Tate:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be go
through. Alternative Approaches to Second Language Acquisition can be your answer because it can be read
by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Eric Kyler:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Alternative Approaches to Second
Language Acquisition can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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