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Modernism is hot again. At the dawn of the twenty-first century, poets and architects, designers and critics,
teachers and artists are rediscovering the virtues of the previous century’s most vibrant cultural constellation.
Yet this widespread embrace raises questions about modernism’s relation to its own success. Modernism’s
“badness”—its emphasis on outrageous behavior, its elevation of negativity, its refusal to be
condoned—seems essential to its power. But once modernism is accepted as “good” or valuable (as a great
deal of modernist art now is), its status as a subversive aesthetic intervention seems undermined. The
contributors to Bad Modernisms tease out the contradictions in modernism’s commitment to badness.

Bad Modernisms thus builds on and extends the “new modernist studies,” recent work marked by the
application of diverse methods and attention to texts and artists not usually labeled as modernist. In this
collection, these developments are exemplified by essays ranging from a reading of dandyism in 1920s
Harlem as a performance of a “bad” black modernist imaginary to a consideration of Filipino American
modernism in the context of anticolonialism. The contributors reconsider familiar figures—such as Virginia
Woolf, D. H. Lawrence, Josef von Sternberg, Ludwig Wittgenstein, W. H. Auden, and Wyndham
Lewis—and bring to light the work of lesser-known artists, including the writer Carlos Bulosan and the
experimental filmmaker Len Lye. Examining cultural artifacts ranging from novels to manifestos, from
philosophical treatises to movie musicals, and from anthropological essays to advertising campaigns, these
essays signal the capaciousness and energy galvanizing the new modernist studies.

Contributors. Lisa Fluet, Laura Frost, Michael LeMahieu, Heather K. Love, Douglas Mao, Jesse Matz,
Joshua L. Miller, Monica L. Miller, Sianne Ngai, Martin Puchner, Rebecca L. Walkowitz
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From reader reviews:

Henry Barba:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Bad Modernisms book is readable by means of you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated with Bad Modernisms
content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different
in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking Bad Modernisms is not loveable to be
your top record reading book?

Christopher Mueller:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Bad
Modernisms which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Frank Anderson:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Bad Modernisms can be the reply, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era
is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Cheri Adamo:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
you know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to
something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them
is this Bad Modernisms.
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