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In the early twentieth century, before the National Hockey League had established a presence in the United
States, a team from St. Paul played at the highest levels of hockey in the country. Sports historian Roger A.
Godin resurrects the story of the St. Paul Athletic Club team--the AC's--and argues they were instrumental in
turning Minnesota into one of the nation's first hockey hotbeds and gave birth to what is now known as the
"State of Hockey." Godin also paints a fascinating history of the evolution of the sport from its amateur days
to the arrival of the professional version we see today. In Before the Stars Godin traces the development of
the AC's from their origins to their capture of the MacNaughton Cup in 1916 as winners of the American
Amateur Hockey Association title and to their later battles in 1922 and 1923 at the national finals of the U.S.
Amateur Hockey Association. Godin profiles players such as Tony Conroy, Ed Fitzgerald, Cy
Weidenborner, Emmy Garrett, and Frank "Moose" Goheen, who led the AC's to national prominence and
was the second American player elected to the Hockey Hall of Fame in Toronto after the legendary Hobey
Baker. Godin argues that Goheen was the greatest player that Minnesota ever produced and one of the best
players of his era. Readers are taken back to a time when players fielded seven-man teams using rovers,
angry skaters swung at opposing coaches and referees, goal umpires raised white flags to signal goals, and
fans watched games in massive hippodromes and celebrated their teams in torchlight parades. Before the
Stars is a captivating history of the sport's early years and a must read for any hockey fan.
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From reader reviews:

David Chambers:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Before the Stars: Early Major
League Hockey and the St Paul Athletic Club book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Lori Parker:

The reason? Because this Before the Stars: Early Major League Hockey and the St Paul Athletic Club is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the
secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to
the e-book store hurriedly.

David Conte:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Before the Stars: Early Major League Hockey
and the St Paul Athletic Club can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these guides have than the others?

Sara Love:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As
we know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us
to around the world. By book Before the Stars: Early Major League Hockey and the St Paul Athletic Club we
can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must love to read
a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your
life at this time book Before the Stars: Early Major League Hockey and the St Paul Athletic Club. You can
more pleasing than now.
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