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Emptiness and Temporality is an account of classical Japanese poetics based, for the first time, on the two
concepts of emptiness (J.ku) and temporality (mujo) that ground the medieval practice and understanding of
poetry. It clarifies the unique structure of the collective poetic genre called renga (linked poetry) by
analyzing Shinkei's writings, particularly Sasamegoto. This book engages contemporary Western theory,
especially Derrida's concepts of différance and deconstruction, to illuminate the progressive displacement
that constitutes the dynamic poetry of the renga link as the sequence moves from verse 1 to 100. It also
draws on phenomenology, Heidegger's Being and Time, Bakhtin's notion of the dialogical, Gadamer's Truth
and Method, hermeneutics, and the concept of translation to delve into philosophical issues of language,
mind, and the creative process. Furthermore, the book traces the development of the Japanese sense of the
sublime and ineffable (yugen and its variants) from the identification, by earlier waka poets like Shunzei and
Teika, of their artistic practice with Buddhist meditation (Zen or shikan), and of superior poetry as the
ecstatic figuration of the Dharma realm. Emptiness and Temporality constitutes a radically new definition of
Japanese poetry from the medieval period onward as a symbolist poetry, a figuration of the sacred rather than
a representation of nature, and reveals how the spiritual or moral dimension is essential to an understanding
of traditional Japanese aesthetic ideals and practices, such as Nô performance, calligraphy, and black-ink
painting.
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From reader reviews:

Sun Byrd:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Emptiness and Temporality: Buddhism and
Medieval Japanese Poetics book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Matthew Armstrong:

Exactly why? Because this Emptiness and Temporality: Buddhism and Medieval Japanese Poetics is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the
secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable
way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go
to the guide store hurriedly.

Penny Risley:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Emptiness and Temporality: Buddhism
and Medieval Japanese Poetics guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question Emptiness and
Temporality: Buddhism and Medieval Japanese Poetics as good book not only by the cover but also through
the content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have
to listening to yet another sixth sense.

James Fox:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Emptiness and Temporality:
Buddhism and Medieval Japanese Poetics can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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