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For nearly ten years John Griswold has been publishing his essays in Inside Higher Ed, McSweeney's
Internet Tendency, Brevity, Ninth Letter, and Adjunct Advocate, many under the pen name Oronte Churm.
Churm's topics have ranged widely, exploring themes such as the writing life and the utility of creative-
writing classes, race issues in a university town, and the beautiful, protective crocodiles that lie patiently
waiting in the minds of fathers.

Though Griswold recently entered the tenure stream, much of his experience, at a Big Ten university, has
been as an adjunct lecturer--that tenuous and uncertain position so many now occupy in higher education. In
Pirates You Don't Know, Griswold writes poignantly and hilariously about the contingent nature of this life,
tying it to his birth in the last American enclave in Saigon during the Vietnam War, his upbringing in a coal
town in southern Illinois, and his experience as an army deep-sea diver and frogman. He investigates class in
America through four generations of his family and portrays the continuing joys and challenges of
fatherhood while making a living, becoming literate, and staying open to the world. But Griswold's central
concerns apply to everyone: What does it mean to be educated? What does it mean to think, feel, create, and
be whole? What is the point of this particular journey?

Pirates You Don't Know is Griswold's vital attempt at making sense of his life as a writer and now professor.
The answers for him are both comic and profound: "Picture Long John Silver at the end of the movie, his
dory filled with stolen gold, rowing and sinking; rowing, sinking, and gloating."
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From reader reviews:

Leslie Babcock:

The publication with title Pirates You Don't Know, and Other Adventures in the Examined Life: Collected
Essays contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book.
That book exist new information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of
the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will
bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can
read the item anywhere you want.

Margaretta Lee:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day
to reading a reserve. The book Pirates You Don't Know, and Other Adventures in the Examined Life:
Collected Essays it is very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the
e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but
this book features high quality.

Cassandra Giron:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Pirates You Don't Know, and Other Adventures in the Examined Life: Collected Essays your mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The Pirates You Don't Know, and Other Adventures in
the Examined Life: Collected Essays giving you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts
but also giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern
this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Jaime Friend:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of
news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
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